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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
SOCKETS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH HALL

MONDAY 30TH JUNE 2008
WELCOME

The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.

APOLOGIES

Jo Mitchell, Joy Redsell and Mr.Jones.

 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING OF 21ST APRIL 2008
These were agreed.

DISTRICT POLICE COMMANDER CHIEF INSPECTOR ALAN COTGROVE

Alan  Cotgrove gave a presentation on the new neighbourhood policing policy.    He explained this policy has been in practice now for 18 months  and that this  district has seen  a reduction of 1005 crimes as compared to last year.  He explained that every year the Government  sets targets  and that this year the Police had achieved  50% reduction  in crime  and had achieved a 40%  detection rate.  He explained that this was one of the safest districts in the County, but he understood that fear of crime plays a major part in residents’ perception of crime.  He explained that the new policy requires a lot of community engagement.  To this end he explained  that this area will have dedicated officers  and a team fighting crime and disorder.  High levels of foot  and cycle patrols and officers who will not be taken of their dedicated area  This will include a team which will listen and eventually update the public. He explained that the strategy is the right people in the right places in the right numbers.  He said at the moment in this area we have 2  CPO’s and Scott Threadgold is our dedicated police constable.who we should contact rather than ring the station.  He explained 5 stages of engagement with the  community; 
1. Neighbourhood Profiles  - information about the ward  - good and  not so good.people.

2. Key Individual Network -  this is a list of key workers including  the church, postmen etc.  who will be our ears and eyes  and be able to share information.

3. Local Engagement Strategy – This is for people who do not want to  or cannot get to the Police Station to discuss their fears.  To this end the mobile Police Station travels around the ward  and the local team  try to achieve 25 doorstep calls a month  just to chat and listen to residents’ views.
4. Neighbourhood Action Panels – These are panels  which will be set up and run by the community to share their concerns with the police.  It was thought that only three concerns at a time  should be addressed and the police would take these points away  and hopefully do something about them and feed back their achievements to the panel.
5. Joint Action Group -  This is the last port of call  if number 4 gets no results.

The audience then went on to question Alan.  They wanted to know what was the highest crime in this area.  Alan said this was vehicle crime  - both stealing cars and contents of cars.  He explained that this was because of Lakeside, closeness to the M25 and A12 and being on the borders of the Metropolitan area.  He added that the police did patrol at Lakeside.  He pointed out that house burglaries were not for the contents of the house but for car keys.
He then went on to discuss A.S.B.   He said children always said there is no where to go or not enough to do.  He said Scott tries to engage with these children , parents, teachers and support police.  He added  that there was now a 24 hour non-emergency number for this area.

He was then asked about knife crime in this area.  He said it was very rare in this area but that the Police  ran knife campaigns at schools  and that knife arches were being acquired.  A resident pointed out that you could acquire all sizes and types of knives  in Grays.  Alan said there were laws regarding the size of knives and the age at which children can buy these and that Trading Standards do  spot checks in the area  He added that a recent spot check was carried out where a 15 year old girl tried to buy alcohol from 12 outlets and no-one sold any to her.

Another resident said she was annoyed with the number of drivers using mobile phones  Alan said they do spot checks in areas but that if anyone sees the same driver at the same time every day please contact the police  and we will take action.
Another point was speeding in residential areas.  Diana Hale said the residents contacted the Police about speeding in Connaught Avenue  who came to monitor the traffic from 2 to 5 in the afternoon and even though the Police were in full view they monitored 47 miles per hour.
P.C. SCOTT THREADGOLD

Scott gave his report on crime in the area.  He said there had been two house burglaries, vandals  at St. Cedds Church, Harty Close and Jesmond Road.  He said these areas are being targeted and that 26 children had been picked up and letters had been sent out to parents.  Mini motorbikes are a big problem  and 8 had been seized .  He said education was the best prevention  and that the Police give talks in the schools.  He said they organize anti-graffiti days, community football, local sports days and entertainment at weekends in the Summer.  He said every burglary gets a visit.  He said we could leave as many messages as we liked  on his number.

A resident said we had enough pits in this area to set up a motorbike scramble area for the children to keep them off the streets and parks.

Scott then went on to say he needed volunteers  for the N eighbourhood Action Panel.  As already stated only 3 points at a time will be considered so Scott asked the audience for their preference and these were A.S.B., speeding and burglaries.
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING

DENEHOLM AND WILLIAM EDWARDS TRAFFIC CALMING

Len Orpin pointed out that we had asked Chris Watkins of Highways to attend but he had not turned up. The parents from  Deneholm have already  collected 2oo signatures complaining about the speeding cars when children are coming  and going home from school.  It was noted that cars take no notice of the lollypop ladies and that this is an accident waiting to happen.  These parents need more crossings and  calming measures – possibly a table top crossing.  
Mr. Henderson said the traffic problem at William Edwards is very dangerous and he favours a one way system at school times.  It was pointed out that children need educating on the roads as they run across without looking.  It was agreed that  all those concerned should have a separate meeting with Highways .to air their views and come up with solutions.

SPEED CAMERA WOODVIEW

This was now up and running but people were still speeding.

THURROCK LOCAL DEVELOPMENT  FRAMEWORK

It was reported that there had been a meeting but that a further meeting with the planners was to be held at the Council on 3rd July.

BLACKTHORN ROAD

Len reported that two new swings had been installed .  He reported  that the area had not been cleaned  and that the garage area was full of weeds and rubbish. We are still waiting for two more seats, the notice board and planting in front of the garages.
DISABLED CROSSOVER AT NUTBERRY AND LODGE LANE

This has still not been done but it was confirmed that this is in the 2008/9 program for work to be done.

WILLIAM EDWARDS ANGLO SAXON HOUSE

It was reported that there were  a few pens to be built  and then this would be complete.  It was pointed out that the dwelling had been treated with flame retardant and Mr. Henderson asked whether the Forum could help with this cost.  Len said they should put in a request.
PLANTERS JESMOND ROAD

Still waiting on a decision from Joy Redsell

LITTLE FRIENDS PRE SCHOOL

Len reported that he had been invited to this group to thank  the Forum for the fencing which has now been completed

HORSES ALONG STANFORD ROAD

Scott reported that he looked at the horses and that they had cover in the far edge of the field.
CLEANING AND GREENING

It was generally thought that cleaning and greening in the borough  was not up to scratch.  It was reported that the person in charge of the weed spraying fiasco had now left the Council.  The level of cleaning  and grass cutting at Blackthorn, Blackshots and Hangmans Wood  had deteriorated.
CRAMMAVILL STREET

It was agreed that the cameras at Crammavill need to be relocated.
STRAWBERRY TEA

Diana Hale reported that she had completed the Race for Life and raised £6oo.  She announced there will be a Strawberry Tea on 13th July at Davy Down .  Proceeds  to Breast Cancer Care.

STIFFOR RANGER GUIDE UNIT

Natasha Martin from this group explained they had been going for 25 years  and were located at St. John’s.    She said about 10 of the girls were attending the Essex International  Jamboree

which is held every four years.  She was asking for funding from the Forum  for a larger tent -£140  and transport expenses - £125.  Len said we did not usually fund  Guide Groups but that this was a special occasion.  The residents were in agreement.
ANTI GRAFFITI DAY CRAMMAVILL STREET

Len reported that we needed volunteers for 23rd July at 10.00.  Food and drink will be provided by the shops.  Len asked the Ranger Guides if they could help.

NEXT OPEN MEETING    Monday 22nd September 
 . 






