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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
SOCKETTS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH 
HALL

  MONDAY 27thOCTOBER 2008
WELCOME
Len welcome everyone in Howard’s absence.

APOLOGIES
Coun. Joy Redsell, Rev. Howard Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer, Mike Lee and Ben Maney.

MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING
Minutes of the meeting on 22nd September were agreed.

SPEAKERS

MARK DAVIES, DIRECTOR  SWEPCT

Mark had come to clear up the confusion over the new medical centre in Grays .  He pointed out that this was a medical centre and not a community hospital although we would be getting a hospital in the future.  He said the Trust was Government funded  by £550 million per year which covers Brentwood, Billericay, Basildon and Thurrock  about 450,000  people, and that they were responsible for funding  services in primary care, including G.P.s  dentists, pharmacists, and opticians.  He explained this area was chosen because  we do not have enough doctors.  He said that 20% of our doctors were over 60  and as this area is being redeveloped, the population will increase.  They have carried out a consultation with patients asking them if they were happy with their G.P. and what facilities they would like to see at the new centre.  He explained that patients will have the opportunity to register at this centre but other patients in the area will be able to use it  if their own G.P. is not available.  He said the centre  would have all the existing services plus minor surgery, blood taking and diagnostics.  We have now whittled  down the number of interested  concerns to 9  and the whole process should be up and running early next year. He said the centre would be open from 8 until 8  7 days a week 365 days a year. He said the community hospital will cost millions and envisages this will be complete by 2012  which will include in-patients beds X-ray , out- patients and primary care services.
David Atkins said what would happen if it is underused and becomes a white elephant .  Mark said the G.P.s would have a contract for 5 years and that all the risk will be with the G.P.s and not the taxpayer. Another resident was worried about continuity of care  if they went to a new G.P. at the centre.  Mark said  G.P.s will be able to access patient’s records

David Atkins  said that now the Government had promised to reimburse elder people who had paid for care when in fact it should have been free under N.H..S. Continuity of Care had Mark any numbers 

of successful cases.He said he did not but could get information.  David thought it was down to the P.C. to seek these people out.

SYLVIA YATES THURROCK COUNCIL

Sylvia explained that because of the health and obesity concerns of the young the Government  had  set aside money for grants for play  areas for the 8 to 13 year olds.  She explained that Thurrock had made a bid for this money and had received just over £1 million over 2 and a half years.  She explained that just over half of all money spent on play areas  is for safety fencing so she said we wanted to get away from the conventional and have play areas with risks and challenges  inclusive of all children with all abilities and disabilities.  She said to think about the whole space  and what might happen in the future – perhaps more money to spend .  She showed us play areas around the country with different ideas and landscaping.  She said the Council were using the Forums  to identify areas and to contact residents and ask the children for their ideas.  Len said we had identified Nutberry as our area and to this end had distributed 1oo pamphlet to William Edwards and 1oo to StiffordClays School.  He made a request that Diana Hale and Maureen Pearce help the Forum with this project.  Len wanted it made clear that the Forum was not liable for maintaining this area and said he had confirmation from Cabinet that they will fund maintenance.

NATASHA ADAMS STIFFORD GUIDES

Natasha and Vickie came to thank the Forum for our contribution  to their expenses for the Essex Jamboree.which included the purchase of a new mess tent.  She brought photos  and explained all the activities on offer.
VOTING NEW COMMITTEE
Wendy Mayo officiated the voting for the committee.  Len said all members of the previous committee would put themselves up for re-election except John Ireland and Terry Tyler who have retired.  Wendy said we needed more members and asked the audience and Alan Broad  volunteered and was seconded.

.
TREASURERS REPORT
                    Current Account                   £  982.29

                     Reserve  Account                  £1,413.22
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING

GATES MEADOW ROAD

These have now been put in place and residents are very happy. They cost £1,000 – Forum paid £5oo and the Council paid £5oo

PLAY NETWORK FUNDING

We have already funded a play day at  Blackthorn and Len asked for agreement for another day next Summer at Nutberry  This was agreed

CROSSOVERS AT BUXTON ROAD

Len had received a request for funding for two pairs of crossovers at corner of Masefield Road and  Buxton Road and Buxton Road and King Edward Drive.  As these crossovers cost£1,500 a pair it was thought the one at Masefield is more important  because of the special needs school in this area.  This was agreed and the Forum would make and application for funds.

THURROCK RUGBY CLUB

The Forum had received a request for funding for a disabled toilet at the club  It was pointed out  that O.A.P.’s use the Club every week absolutely free  and it is also used by other groups.    The Forum agreed to make and application  for £3,045.50

BEN AND BECKY MILAN VEGA

This brother and sister dance team are to represent G.B. in the European Championships in Latvia.  They have asked the Forum for help with finances.  Len said they did not meet the criteria for funding but said he was willing to  contribute £2oo from the Forum’s own funds.  This was agreed

PRINCES TRUST

Scott Threadgold  said he was involved with the Princes Trust in the Scout Hut in Cromwell  Road and to this end was asking for funding for a football match between police and another team to be held at William Edwards .  These activities are to sponsor interaction between police and youth in the area.  The Forum agreed a donation of £500 and would provide a trophy.

CRIME REPORT

Scott said he had crime figures if anyone wanted to see these or have a word see Scott after meeting.  He said crime was down by 18% and that Essex was the safest county in the country.  Following the last meeting the Joint Action Panel  brought forward three action points

1. Illegal radio station at Keir Hardie House .   One person has been arrested and the equipment has been taken down.

2. Speeding – still ongoing

3. Blackthorn – improving

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

NGAG E FUN NIGHT

This will be on Monday 8th December from 4 to 8 and is free and good fun for the  children with loads of activities and Santa.
12DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

This is at the London Cruise Terminal from 5 – 14th December

PANTOMIME

THURROCK RUN AND WALK

This will start at the Chafford Wild Life Centre on Sunday 7th December and costs £10 to enter which includes a free Santa outfit.  Closing date is 29th November  and proceeds  are for the Community Chest.

AGE CONFERENCE

This will be held on Friday  30th October at the Civic Hall telephone 01375412324 for more information.

ADULT EDUCATION

Grays Adult Education Centre is having and Open Day from 1 – 6  to show whats on offer.

NUTBERRY

A resident said she liked the news about Nutberry but was a little worried about crossing Long Lane – especially children – she thought we needed a crossing.  Wendy and Sylvia  said they will take this on board with the Nutberry project.

BLUE BADGE HOLDERS

Residents pointed out that blue badge holders parking outside the chemist on Lodge  Lane are being told by parking officers to either mov e on or face a fine – can  this be right?
NEXT OPEN MEETING 
   Monday 19th January
 . 






