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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
SOCKETS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH HALL

DATE,  MONDAY 19TH JANUARY 2009
        WELCOME

       Rev. Howard Jones welcomed to residents to the Church

        APOLOGIES

      Coun. Diana Hale, Coun.Maureen Pearce, David Atkins, Mr. & Mrs. Spencer, Linda Richards
       MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING OF 21ST APRIL 2008
       Minutes of the last meeting on 27th October were agreed
SPEAKERS
Darlene Martin gave a presentation on Pension Credits and advised residents that a lot of people do not claim for all their benefits and advised that if people were on minimum pensions they could well qualify for pension credits.  There is a service provided by the Thurrock CVS that they could have a home visit by an assessor for a check on their pensions and if they did qualify for pension credits the assessor would assist in making the claim. 
Sharon Pritchard outlined the results of the Waste Strategy Consultation carried out last year.  There is still 67% of waste going to land fill  and 33% going to recycling which in effect is an improvement from the year previous and meets government guidelines.   The result of the Waste Strategy is that residents throughout the Borough voted for the 3 bin option and 1700 households in the east have had a trial with this system and has proved quite a success.  Towards the end of the year this system will be fazed in and we will all get 3 bins, our existing green bin will still be used for waste for land fill holding general non recyclable rubbish, some blown plastics cartons etc. There will be a new brown bin which will hold garden waste and kitchen waste, residents were concerned with this as all kitchen waste must not be in bin liners, but Sharon assured residents that people on the trial now were having no problems with this.  The new blue bin is to take all recyclable items as already being collected in our blue box.
Questions asked were how people with small frontage houses and flats were going to cope with 3 bins and Sharon has assured us that it is agreed some of these residents will have an alternative. Another questioned asked was as the bottom had dropped out of the recycling market would this affect collections ,and Sharon assures residents there is not a problem there.
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING

PLAYBUILDER SCHEME
Len Orpin gave an update on this scheme,  He said consultations were carried out with William Edwards and Stifford Clays junior schools where children were asked to draw their ideas on play equipment for Nutberry Field, this proved very successful.   An open meeting was organized for residents at Headon Hall on Tuesday 6th January and residents came along to give their views.  The main concerns were teenage presents and how the field was to be managed.  Councillor Hale assured residents that the age group this project was intended for was 8 to 13 year olds and if more grant funding was found then play equipment for up to 8 year olds would also be installed. It is felt that as teenagers and older youths had improved facilities at Blackthorn Road and Blackshots Park .  The other concern was how the field is managed with the locking and unlocking by the Council.  A meeting took place on Monday 19th with Councilor Hale, Andrew Murphy, Andrea Winterflood to sort out the management, several options were discussed and Andrew Murphy is to check locking system and report back.

THURROCK PLAY NETWORK

The forum have booked 2 play days for next year Tuesday 18th August for Nutberry Fields and Wednesday 19th August for Blackthorn Play Field.

DISABLED CROSSOVERS FOR BUXTON ROAD

These crossovers are now complete and the Forum thanked Coun. Ben Maney for assisting with this project.  Mike Lee gave thanks from the resident who made the request.
THURROCK RUGBY CLUB

The council agreed with a donation to Thurrock Rugby Clubs request to part fund disabled toilets at the clubs headquarters. The Forum presented Stuart Hughes with a check for £3,04.50 
Stuart thanked the Forum on behalf of the Rugby Club
WILLIAM EDWARDS SCHOOL PROJECT
The Council agreed with a donation to the schools new Cinema and Lecture Room.  The Forum presented Ralph Henderson with a cheque fo £3,000.00 towards the project.  This is now complete and Ralph Henderson thanked the residents and has invited the Forum to hold their next meeting at the school to see what they have agreed to.
PRINCESS TRUST FUNDING

It was agreed at the last open meeting that the Forum donate £500.00 towards a football match between the Trust and Police, unfortunately this did not take place and the money has been returned.

BEN AND BECKY MILAN-VEGA
Len Orpin read a letter of thanks to the Forum for the donation of £200.00 made towards their trip to Latvia to the European Dance Championships in December.  They will dance for the residents at the next open meeting at William Edwards School.

MATTERS ARISING

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Mike Lee outlined where the action group were to date.  He informed residents of the action they had taken to date and requested residents if they could think about donating towards future costs for professional help if need be, to fight the Council on this issue.  It was a mixed reaction from residents.

CRIME REPORT

PC Scott Threadgold gave a brief report on crime, he said that reports from residents in Blackthorn Road were quite good at the moment but would keep monitoring the area.  He invited residents with any problems to see him at the end of the meeting.  He also apologised for the confusion with the Princess Trust
GRAYS TOWN CENTRE.

Len Orpin gave a brief outline of the preferred option of changes planned for Grays Town Centre.  He said that there is to be an underpass under the rail crossing in the High Street with a ramp in the high Street.  Shops to the west opposite Woolworths would be demolished and new shops and flats built further back.  A new town square would be were George Streets meets the High Street.  The State Cinema would be refurbished but retail shops and apartments would be included.  Orsett Road and London Road  would be reconnected and Morrison’s north Car park would be taken away for the road and residential dwellings.  The roundabout in Hogg Lane would be removed, there will be a new multi storey car park next to the railway.  Travis Perkins will be relocated somewhere..  There will be new homes in the old Titan works and Hogg Lane also a new park between.  Grays Football club ground will be a new housing development.  There are also plans for the old gas works.
THE FUTURE OF THE LAKESIDE BASIN

LEN Orpin gave a brief description of possible changes to the Lakeside basin.  There are 3 options under consultation at the moment, option1 has little change to option3 having massive change with extra housing development, increased retail and industrial units.  Len urged residents to fill in the consultation forms supplied to make sure this area is not developed more as it is local residents who will suffer.  The reason for this consultation is there appears to be a difference between the Local Develpmet Framework and the TTGC plans.  The Secretary of State has intervened and called for a separate consultation.

KANGAROO AND KOALA CLUBS FUNDING REQUEST

The Kangaroo and Koala club play school have requested a donation towards new play equipment.  Len Orpin read the letter to residents and they have agreed to make a donation of £400.00.

FUNDING TO THE PLAYBUILDER SCHEME

Len Orpin asked resident if they could make a claim towards the Playbuilder Scheme, using their balance of this years allocation of £2,065.00.  The residents agreed to this request.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A resident of Waverley Gardens asked if anything could be done about the driving over and parking  on the green in Waverley Gardens.  Len Orpin advised that he had news that parking on all grass verges was breaking the law irrespective of whether there were yellow lines.  Councilors Ben Maney and Joy Redsell questioned this and would check with Highways.  Len said he would contact Councilors Diana Hale and Maureen Pearce to see if they could get letters delivered warning residents that action could be taken if this practice continues.

Mrs Colwell asked if something could be done with lowering the kerb by the bus stop in Fairway.  Len agreed to meet Mrs. Colwell on site to discuss this matter.  Len to make contact in the near futue.
NEXT OPEN MEETING

Monday 23rd March at William Edwards School. 7-30pm






