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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
SOCKETS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH HALL

MONDAY 21ST APRIL 2008

WELCOME 

The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting

APOLOGIES

Terru Tyler,Kath Mamby, Mr. and Mrs. Jones, Ben Maney and Joy Redsell.

MINUTES OF THE LASTOPEN MEETING OF 18th FEBRUARY

These were agreed.

SHARON PRITCHARD THURROCK WASTE STRATEGY CONSULTATION

Sharon explained this consultation which was widely advertised in the Gazette and leaflets dropped to every household.  She explained that Thurrock were running out of landfill sites in our area  and that we had to come up with other ideas for disposing of our waste or incur large fines from the Government.  She explained that the leaflet had a questionnaire  to be returned to the Council giving residents views.  She said this had a very good response.  This was followed by a fuller questionnaire  sent to residents who were helped on the doorstep by Council staff.  The Council have presented four options for the disposal, recycling and composting of our waste and that this consultation was to get an insight into residents’ wishes.   Sharon left some pamphlets on the Consultation for residents.  Residents thought that manufacturers and supermarkets should be targeted to do more with their waste.  Sharon said disposal of our waste to landfill will be an increased cost £6o per household
-Option 1 will be £28 – Option 2 £4o – Option 3  £27 and Option 4 £22 increase.  Sharon confirmed that the Council were not contemplating fortnightly collections or charging for waste, which she thought would only encourage fly-tipping and fires in gardens.  A resident asked about disposal of low energy light bulbs.  Sharon said these can be disposed of at the Linford sight but otherwise go to green bin and landfill – not the blue box.  Diana Hale observed that the cheapest way would be one doorstep collection of everything collected and segregated at one large installation – but this was too late as we had already started recycling.  Sharon also offered to take people to the recycling centre at Rainham.
DAVE LAWRENCE – SECOND GENERATION

Dave explained that he collected unwanted household items   which are cleaned and repaired for re-sale at the Bata site with a 3 month guarantee.  He said you could stock a home from him very cheaply – Sofas from £4o – Beds £30 – Wardrobes £40 – Washing machines £80 – Fridges and Freezers $45 and at the moment American double door fridges from £180.  Sharon confirmed it is well worth a visit as it is like an Aladdins cave.    Dave went on to say he employed local people who he trained in first aid, PAT electrical testing  and heavy lifting’  He confirmed that he did discount prices to those on benefits.  One resident said he was a bit out of the way at Bata’s but he explained  this was much cheaper than if he was located in  Grays.  He confirmed that he had a small grant from the Council last year, could collect items from home and always needed volunteers.
THURROCK LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Terry Tyler was not present to up-date us on progress.

BLACKTHORN GARDEN
Len reported that he had approached the Probation Service for help with grass cutting in the play areas. And was told he had to provide toilet facilities and petrol for the mower.

DISABLED CROSSOVER NUTBERRY AND LODGE LANE

This is still outstanding.

WILLIAM EDWARDS RE-BUILD

This has been re-built and thatched in record time with special thanks to Len Orpin,  Mike Lee and Alan Evers.  It was noted that this site now has 360% cameras and more police support.

TRAFFICE CALMING  WOODVIEW
This is on order and will be re-sited on the central reservation.

PLANTERS

Still undecided where these will go.

ST. CEDDS PLAYSCHOOL

LITTLE FRIENDS PRE SCHOOL

THURROCK DISABLED ASSOCIATION

All the above had now received their funding from the Forum

MATTERS ARISING

POLICE REPORT

Scott Threadgold  said he had up to date crime figures for the area and would speak to anyone after the meeting’. He said at the moment  a big problem was illegal motor bikes in the area especially in Blackshots park.  He confirmed that  eight bikes were ceased in the last 6 weeks. He also reported an increase in house burglaries in our area.  One resident said the motor bikes in the park and woods on Saturday and Sundays was horrendous and dangerous to families, children and dogs and nothing seems to be able to be done about it.  Scott said there was a lot of effort being put in to clear this up.
Trevor Stubbington was also present  who is the Civilian Road Safety Support Officer.  He explained  he liaises with the Police and Local Authority regarding traffic management.  One resident said a keep left sign is needed at the junction of Grangewood Avenue and King Edward Drive.

ANGLIAN WATER

Len reminded people that if they had a soakaway they are entitled to a £34 rebate from the Water Board.  This is all explained in the leaflet with your water bill
WEED KILLER

There had been many complaints about the mis-use of weed killer on verges and around trees and street furniture in the area.  Diana Hale said this was being used instead of strimming which caused flying stones chipping cars.  The residents thought  this was a good way to ruin our verges while other areas where weed killer is crying out for use are being ignored.

OLD STAMPS

Len had had a request for the collection of old stamps to be used for charity.

KERBSTONE –NUTBERRY AVENUE

This has been repaired.

BLACKSHOTS LIBRARY
The Forum had a request for planting and work at the library.  Len said we contributed £4oo last year for planting and work.

ANYOTHER BUSINESS

Diane Hale apologized for her absence and said she had been treated for cancer.  She thanked her team for working hard in her absence.   She said she is running the Race for Life at Basildon on June 16th and anyone wishing to sponsor her will find information on her website.
.

She said she would get the sign put back up again at Elizabeth House and could confirm this site is still to be used for the elderly.  David Atkins requested the mortality rates between Bluebell Court and Collins House
Everyone agreed that the cleaning in our area  was getting worse.  Lodge Lane on the north side just does not seem to have a regular clean.   Blackshots and Hangman’s Woods  are full of rubbish.

People were concerned about  the horses in the field along the Stanford Road who did not seem to have any protection from the weather.  PC Scott threadgold to deal with this problem.
NEXT OPEN MEETING- Monday 3oth June.







