Contact address: Len Orpin 3 Waverley Gardens Stifford Clays Grays Essex RM16 2TJ

Tel: 01375 374613

Email:  info@stiffordcf.org.uk
Website. www.Stiffordcf.org.uk 
Stifford Community Forum Open Meeting and AGM

Sockets Heath Baptist Church Hall

Monday 19th November 2007


Welcome                                                                                    

The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.


Apologies             

Marion Taylor, Ben Maney, Joy Redsell, Maureen Pearce, Mr and Mrs Jones and Rev John Ireland.


Minutes


Minutes of the last meeting 17th September were agreed


Chair’s Report

Len reported on the activities of the Forum over the last year.  He thought that communications between residents and the Council was improving.  He was happy to report that Blackthorn Gardens was completed for this year but that we could add to the equipment in the future.


Treasurers Report


Savings Account   £21,242.81


Current Account     £277.90


Voting New Committee


All the members on the last committee were re-elected


Neighbourhood Specialist Officer

Our new officer Scott Threadgold introduced himself to the residents.  He explained that he was the new officer for North Grays working with our two PCSO’s.  He handed out pamphlets explaining his position with contact details.  We now have a Beat Surgery held in Blackshots Library, held the last Thursday of every month between 17.00- 19.00 hours.  Dates for next three months are 20th November, 27th December and 31st January.  He reported on crime statistics for period 22nd October to 4th November;
Motor vehicles stolen  

3


Theft from motor vehicles

1


Stranger violence


0


Robberies



0


Burglaries



1


Anti-social behaviour


10


Liz Ulph, Thurrock Healthy Living Centre


Liz had brought pamphlets to explain the walks which are designed to promote health in the community.  She said there are walks per week- dates and times were outlined in the pamphlets.  She said the walks were organised in groups with two leaders.  They suit all abilities, are very sociable, and last about half an hour.  She said they needed volunteer walk leaders and that training for this is free of charge and if anyone is interested they should contact Liz.

Aimee Felus- Mardyke Valley Project


Aimee gave residents a lovely presentation on improvements carried out to the Mardyke Valley Project.  She explained that this has been funded by the Heritage Lottery but it was only for three years and it will come to an end in 2008.  She said that where paths had been flooded these had now been re-laid and lots more walks had been introduced.  Areas had been fenced off and cattle grazing will be introduced shortly.  She said 12 reed beds had been planted with the help of public volunteer groups and that the wild life and flowers had greatly increased.  She said that there had been lots of events for all groups and they had a mailing list and website and all events will re-start in February next year.  Volunteers and new ideas will be greatly appreciated.

Matters Arising From Last Meeting


Blackthorn Road Garden Project

Len reported that the open day went very well and up to now there has been relatively little vandalism.  He thanked the support of the police and the residents in this area.  He reported that the area is now locked at night and keys have been given to some residents.  It was noted that Mardyke Trust are willing to give more money to this project for more planting, larger swings, more seats and a notice board and that William Edwards art department would be contacted to this end.  Diana Hale said a big thank you should be addressed to Len for his determination over this project which has been a big success.  The Audience all agreed.

Thorley Road


Diana Hale said this funding would come out of this years budget’


Disabled Crossover Nutberry and Lodge Lane


This will be funded from next years budget.


Blackshot’s Fair


Ben Maney has agreed that the fair will only be at Blackshot’s once a year in the summer holidays.


Nutberry Parking

The football parking problem in this area is just too large for the Forum to fund.  The play area is too small for Cleanaway to fund, they need bigger projects.  It was noted that some tidying up had occurred in the old play area.


William Edwards Project


Len reported that this request for funding was in hand.


Jesmond Road Planters


This is being put on hold until the return of Joy Redsell


Woodview Traffic


It was reported that this sign was still flashing up the wrong speed and not always working.  It was thought that another one was needed at the other end of Woodview .  Ben Maney will liaise with the Police on this point.

Blackthorn Road Dropped Gully


This has been done.


Thurrock Tennis Club


The Forum has not received any written request.


Notice Board at Woodview


Funding has been agreed


Verges

It was generally thought that verges in our area have been neglected and that was making our area look shabby.  In particular the verge from the Treacle Mine to Nutberry Avenue is a disgrace as this is a major route and must make a very bad impression to visitors.


Matters Arising


Forum New Email Address


info@stifforcf.org.uk

Website www.Stiffordcf.org.uk

Blackshots Planting Behind Library


It was agreed we would help with this funding.


Elizabeth House Proposal

There is no more news on this project.

Crammavill Clean Up

This was well attended by children who helped clean off graffiti and rubbish.  Diana hale, Sue Bloss, the police and PCSO, Len Orpin  and the Be Smart Team were in attendance but the probation service did not turn up.


New Parking In Crammavill Street


This new scheme has not gone down well with residents and it was noted that this decision was made without reference to the community.  It was also noted that there are not as many parking spaces.  It was felt that we should keep this item on the agenda for future reference.  It was also felt that Tesco delivery lorries make the area worse for parking and traffic.


Civic Hall Festive Fun Night


This is on Monday 17th December 6-30pm until 9-00pm.


Twelve Days of Christmas


30th November to 9th December.


Panto, Aladin

Thameside Theatre


Any Other Business


Ralph Henderson said the traffic on the school run at William Edwards is an accident waiting to happen, and he would like the Council to look at this problem before it is too late.  He said the school Carol concert will be on Tuesday 11th December.


Pole Dancing


There is concern by residents who had heard that planning permission was being requested for a pole dancing venue in Grays.  It was thought that this would be an all day and all night event centre for locals and corporate parties.  It was strongly objected to by all.

Next Open Meeting


Provisionally Monday 18th February

