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MONDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2008

Welcome

The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies

Diane Hale, Councillor Mrs.Jones  and Marion Taylor.
Minutes of the last open meeting held on 19th November, 2007

These were agreed.

Miles Rapley Essex County Fire Service

Miles gave a presentation on fire safety in the home.  He said he had been in the fire service for 18 years- half in Basildon and half in Grays.    He does presentations in schools  and colleges promoting safer drivers

as most road traffic accidents are in the 17 to 25 age bracket  With regard to fires in the home he reported that 40% were started by the cooker and 6% were chip pan related   Most fires were caused by smoking, bad wiring and candles.  The people most at risk were in the over 65 age range.  He reported that casualties are falling.  He said it was important to have good housekeeping in the kitchen – clean and free of  grease. Never leave candles unattended, have electrical appliances checked professionally, close all doors – as this will give you a 20 minute escape period if there is a fire, always have an escape plan and keys at hand for locked windows etc. -  making sure everyone in the house is aware.  He said everyone is entitled to a fire risk check from the Fire Brigade who will also supply free smoke detectors – 1,300 of these are carried out every year.  Mr. Henderson confirmed that they did a very good fire course with the children at William Edwards.
Local Development Framework

Len reminded us that Richard Hatter gave a presentation  on the Government proposal for 2021 for 18,500 new homes and 26,000 new jobs in the Thurrock area.  He said he had just had delivered a copy of the consultation document and that there were copies in the libraries.  It was noted that most of the development in the North Grays area seemed to be on green belt land.  There were 3 options outlined in the document and the  Council’s preferred option seems to be number 2.  It was generally agreed with the residents at the meeting that we preferred Option 1 and that 6 weeks for a consultation period was not long enough.  It was agreed that we need an action plan  - we should all write to the Council, and arrange petitions.  Some residents thought this would do no good but others sighted the Aveley and Ockendon

Green belt build which has been dropped because of opposition and the building of the Woodview Schools  which was changed because of opposition.  It was agreed that we should not just sit and do nothing but take action.  Len said we would put more flyers out in the Stifford Clays area to make residents more aware.
It was also noted that schools and services in this area are under strain at the moment. It was agreed that we could use the Church for any action meetings  and a pad was provided for names of residents interested in helping the action plan.
Matters arising from the last meeting
Blackthorn Road Community Garden Project
Len reported that the Mardyke Trust had contributed another £20,000 to this project for larger swings, seating, planting in front of  the garages and a notice board.  They would also like to contribute  for an avenue of trees along the path, but it was thought we would wait until we see how the existing planting  survives.
Disabled crossover Nutberry Avenue and Lodge Lane

This is still outstanding.

William Edwards Cinema project

Len presented Mr. Henderson with a cheque for £3,000 towards this project and congratulated him on his O.B.E.

Planters Jesmond Road

Len confirmed funding for the planters and Joy Redsell said she would look after them.  Len explained the opposition to the seat at the library and that this would be held over  until the next funding money is received. 
Elizabeth House

Len said there was a report in the Gazette that this site was to be used for facilities for the elderly.  Joy Redsell said she had no knowledge of this.

Traffic at William Edwards

Len said the Council had requested a travel plan from William Edwards and Mr. Henderson said he had already given this.

Traffic calming Woodview

This has been monitored by Ben Maney and the police.  The speed camera will cost £6,000  which was agreed the Forum will fund and a position has been agreed for the camera.

Pcso Jo Mitchell had carried out speed tests on Woodview and confirmed the camera would be an asset in reducing speeding motorist in Woodview.

. 
Matters arising
There has been a request for funding for 6 baby-walkers at £50 each for the St. Cedds Mother and Toddler Group.  As this is a non-profit making group catering for 25/35 children  this falls within the rules of funding and was agreed by the residents.

The Thurrock Disabled Association in the Long Lane Leisure Hall have requested funding  for clearing up the area, cutting grass  and planting.  They have requested £317 and this was agreed.

The Little Friends’ Pre School have requested funding for fencing off the area so that children can safely use the green area.  This is a non –profit making group which meet at the Pavilion in Blackshots. It was agreed to match fund this project with the Council.
William Edwards Anglo Saxon Build

It was noted that this will re-start on 14th April.

Thurrock Mind  This group are looking for volunteers for their befriending service.  Len said he had volunteered at the Southend  Mind group and had found it most rewarding.  He said there was more information on the table for anyone interested..

Wendy Mayo reminded everybody to fill in the pamphlet from the Council on recycling for the future.  She said the website had been updated and there was now a link to report rubbish  and abandoned cars etc. 
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer

Scott Threadgold said community engagement with the police was very good in this area.  He said he had figures for the area if anyone wanted to speak to him after the meeting.  He said  that the case of the racial graffiti in the area now had a prime suspect in view.  He said that Blackshots was a crime hot spot and that the police were concentrating efforts in this area.  He reported that the next Beat Surgery will be on 28th February in Blackshots library.

Next Open Meeting

21st April.
