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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
AND A.G.M.SOCKETS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH HALL

  MONDAY 16th November 2009
  WELCOME The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 APOLOGIES  
Margaret and Merlyn Jones, David Atkins, Councillors Diana Hale and Maureen Pearce.
MINUTES OF LAST OPEN MEETING

Minutes of the meeting on 21st September  were agreed..
SPEAKERS

MAT KIELY THURROCK COUNCIL HIGHWAYS, LOCAL TRANSPORT  PLAN CONSULTATION

Mat brought  some pamphlets for distribution at the meeting outlining  Thurrocks consultation  plan on   local transport.  He  said the plan will identify  opportunities  to be faced to improve the transport network  between 2001 – 2016. and urged residents to fill in the questionnaire and return to the Council.  He said it was essential to know the views of the residents.  He said they had identified three  bad congestion spots in the area  - Junction 30/31 on the M25 at Stifford, the Orsett Cock, and the Manorway.  He said that with the future development  at Manorway this would probably  end up being a 3 lane road.  He also acknowledged that the London Road is heavily congested. He said there will be improvement to Rail Stations so that capacity will be improved to 12 car trains instead of the 8 we have now.  He said bus services will be improved  and bus priority lanes will be introduced.  He said there will be improvement in cycle paths, the river walk in Thurrock  and other walking areas and Rights of Way.  The meeting was then open for questions from residents.  One resident said that all these problems could be solved by less development in this area as every new house means at least two cars.  Another resident .said that they spent 3 hours one night trying to get home from Lakeside. One resident asked how the  search is progressing for the Lorry Parks in  Thurrock as she thought lorries going through  this area do untold damage to our environment.  He said the search is still ongoing.  Another resident asked about the traffic lights at Sainsbury’s and added what a vast improvement this had made to the flow of traffic.  He said there were difficulties here for the pedestrians crossing  and this problem was being looked into .  Ralph Henderson said the traffic problem at the school was getting dangerous and said a one way system in the morning and evening would cure this.  One resident asked what power the Council had over Thames Gateway  in decision making.  Mat said they do listen and that residents should make their views felt.

CHAIRS YEARLY  REPORT

Len reported on the last year  for the Forum.  He said he was very pleased with our speakers and projects .  He said our main project was partnering Thurrock Council in the Playbuilder Scheme  at Nutberry  which is now complete and very popular.  He said he would like to thank Diana Hale for all her help as he could not manage without her on this project.  We have donated :

                                 £3,000            to William Edwards School

                                 £1,500            to 2 disabled crossovers in Buxton Road      
                                 £    725            to Thurrock Play Network           

                                 £3,045.50       to Thurrock Rugby Club

                                 £   200              to Ben and Becky Milan-Vega

                                 £  500               to the Thurrock Harriers

                                 £  400               to St, Johns church Kangaroo and Koala Club

                                 £2,065.00        to the Playbuilder Scheme

Lastly he thanked all committee members for their  work and residents for attending meetings.
TREASURER’S REPORT

                              Current Account                                £1,253.90

                               Reserve Account                               £3,302.11 

Copies of the accounts were available for residents at the meeting.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING
TTGDC REVISED CONSULTATION ON NORTH GRAYS MASTER PLAN

It was generally thought that this option was much better and the Forum acknowledged  all the work done by NEGAG , Joy Redsell and Ben Maney although Mike Lee said he did not agree with houses being built on the Tech site which is educational land.  He said he did not believe that the old William Edwards site will be left  as green belt.  Mr. Henderson  said that William Edwards was a Sports Acadamy and needed much more sporting facilities and the building was in need of major restoration work .    The residents were urged to go to the exhibition  at the Harriers and complete the questionnaire.

BUS STOP FAIRWAY

Len said  this has still not been resolved  and Mat Kiely said he would look into this.

BLACKTHORN ROAD AVENUE OF TREES

Len said he has heard no more on these and reported that the two original trees had been broken

 CENTRAL CLUSTER
Len reported that he had been to a meeting with the police and Holly O’Neal .  They are trying to raise money  through a grant or Lottery funding  for facilities for the youth  in this area.  Joy Redsell

said she would attend the next meeting.

FUNDING FOR CYCLE PATH LODGE LANE

Joy Redsell said that this funding must come from the Council.  The Forum were a little disappointed as they had done all the ground work.  It was thought  that more bollards were needed to keep the cars off the verge , and a few more trees were needed on the verge.  The Forum thought that we could perhaps fund this. 

COPSES IN BLACKSHOTS

Pat Evers reported that these still haven’t been cut and that the Council said this would be done twice a year – so far they have been cut once.  She thought this was inadequate for a park which is supposed to be a safe place for children to play.   Joy Redsell will look into this.

MATTERS ARISING

STIFFORD CLAYS SCHOOL PARKING

Len had received a letter from Diana Hale saying that the parking at the school was getting bad again.
PCSO’SCRIME REPORT

James gave us his figures for the period 1st April to 11th November;-

                                 Motor crime             down 10%

                                 Criminal damage    down 30%

                                  Theft                        down 50%

                                   ASB                      down 10%

James said burglary has gone up and the hot spots wer e Springfield Road , Nutberry and Crammaville Street.  One resident said that children from William Edwards were riding on the pavement in Crammaville Street and Mr. Henderson said he would look into this.
DARLING BUDS GROUP FUNDING

This is a group running a breakfast and after school club at St. Cedds churchhall.   They were requesting funding towards their bus and storage at the hall.  A figure of £500 was put forward and agreed by the residents.

WILLIAM EDWARDS STUDENTS FUNDING

This group were asking for funding for students going to America for the Global Youth Leaders Conference  which is a 12 day course.  It will cost £15,00 for six students.  The figure of £1,000 was put forward and agreed.
PICNIC BENCHES NUTBERRY
The Forum wanted to fund two picnic benches at Nutberry  at £680 each this was agreed.

CHEQUE TO THURROCK DOST

A member of this group came to explain the group and thank the Forum for their funding of £500.

NGAGE FESTIVE FUND NIGHT MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER

Len said this is a very good night and completely free

SANTA FUND RUN.

This event is held on 6th December .  You need an application form and £10 entry fee.

VOTING NEW COMMITTEE

Jackie Payne from NGAGE oversaw the election of the new committee.  The following members were voted in and seconded by the residents;

                                    Len Orpin                                  Chairman

                                    R ev. Howar d Jones               Vice Chairman      

                                     Marion Taylor                           Treasurer

                                     Pat Evers                                    Minutes Secretary  

                                     Ralph Henderson                     Committee Member

                                     David Atkins                                     “                   “

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
A resident from Meadow Road said she never knew when the meetings took place.  The Forum explained it was given out on the notice boards and through the schools and random flyer  drops around the area, plus halls shops, doctors and the Forum Website.  The Forum decided to give this resident some flyers for Meadow Road

Ralph said William Edwards carol service will be on 12th December  and that next Thursday Daly Thomson will be visiting the school  He thanked the Forum for all their work during the year.

It was reported that Diana Hale needed volunteers for tulip planting at Nutberry.

A member of the Harriers wanted to alert people to break ins and damages at the Harriers and Rugby Club.
NEXT OPEN MEETING  18TH JANUARY
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JO HALL THURROCK COUNCILS STROKE PREVENTION  OFFICER

Jo explained that there were two types of strokes  one  is the result of a blood clot in the brain and the other is because of a brain  bleed .  She said that around 150,000  people have a stroke in the U.K. every year.  She said that 810 people in Thurrock were estimated to have a stroke this year – 88 of which were young people.  She said people at risk were the over 65’s, Afro Carribean and Asians , smokers, binge drinkers and genetics.  She said strokes can lead to paralysis, loss of memory, sensory loss, loss of vision, difficulty swallowing  and depression.  She then went on to explain a mini stroke  which may only last a few minutes and symptoms disappear within 24 hours.  She explained that these must not be ignored and must be checked out by your G.P.  as this is usually a warning of a major stroke.  She said your G.P.  would then refer you to hospital and you must be seen within 7 days.  She said the unit at Basildon hospital is open 5 days a week  and will eventually be open 24/7.  She then said that if we see facial weakness, arm weakness, speech problems  in anyone ring 999  immediately for an ambulance.  She left brochures and telephone numbers  for the residents.  Diana Hale said their used to be adult education after care for stroke victims and Jo said they were trying to get this service back again.
CHRISTOPHER SMITH THURROCK COUNCILS PROJECT MANAGER  FOR ELIZABETH HOUSE SITE
Chris explained  that this site together with the Leisure Hall went to  Cabinet in July  and was agreed for redevelopment.  He explained the footpath will remain and that the new hall  will be looked after by a management committee for use by the community.  He explained the homes will be specially adapted  and will be a mixture of 1 or two bedroom flats.   He explained there will be 48  units and the building will be two storeys.    He said this was not a care home but homes for the elderly.  Some will be for rent and others can be bought as leasehold.  He said there would be services on site to help residents to keep their independence.  He said the preferred developer  will be selected in January next year  and plans will be ready by Spring and by Autumn we will see  things happening on site.  He said the development will be finished by mid2012.  He said the site would be designed, built and managed  by a Housing Association.  Diana Hale said she had visited similar sites in Suffolk where there were vacancies because people could not sell their old homes to move in.    She said this could happen here and a good idea would be if the Council had a buy back scheme.  Len said  services at Blue bell Court  seemed to slipping and wondered who would monitor the services on this site.    Chris explained this site is leased from the Council  who will be providing care and support services and monitoring progress or not.  It was noted from the plans that there did not seem to be adequate parking.
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING
PLAYBUILDER SCHEME  - NUTBERRY

Len said he was very negative about this scheme to start with  but was glad it was a big success.  At the opening there were 250 people and it was a lovely day.  A resident agreed it was a good site but that it was quite dangerous for youngsters because of bikes flying over the hill and wondered whether  a sign could be put up.  Len said they were thinking of getting some big bolders to put along the side of the hill to restrict bikes,    Len said with hindsight the young children’s play area is in the wrong place.  He also acknowledged that the bench near the hill is on the wrong side.
BUS STOP FAIRWAY

Len said talks were still ongoing with Ed Vokes as to what should be done.

BLACKTHORN AVENUE OF TREES

We are still waiting for some wet weather before planting begins.  Len reported that one of the two original trees has been broken but the Council said if it is re-staked it may be alright.

CENTRAL CLUSTER

Len reported that at last a meeting has been arranged for tomorrow at the Police Station  with Holly O’Neal and Ralph Henderson  to discuss  facilities for the youth in this area.
TTGDC NORTH EAST GRAYS MASTER PLAN

  It was reported that Councillors Ben Maney and Joy Redsell had tried to set up a public meeting with Thames Gateway for residents to ask question without success.  They approached Len to set up a presentation with them which they have declined.  It was reported that there will be a meeting at the Civic Offices on the 24th  and members of the NEGAG  group will be going and hopefully get some answers.  One resident said he did not trust the consultations  as the one approved by the Grays  area was the least liked one voted by residents.
THURROCK HARRIERS FUNDING

Len reported that the Harriers had sent a thank you letter for the £500  and had also said they were desparate for volunteers for training. 

FUNDING ST. JOHN’S PLAYGROUP

Clare and Sally said they were very grateful for the donation from the Forum.  They explained that they were a voluntary non-profit making group and that their toys and equipment had seen better days  and the £400 went a long way in refurbishing old equipment.  She said the parents and committee members said a big thank you.
DANEHOLES UNDERPASS

Len had a meeting with Little Thurrock Forum to discuss the underpass and whether the two Forums could fund a professional graffiti artist to paint the underpass.    It was agreed this would be nice but that the Council should do their job properly by regularly cleaning and replacing lights.

RECENT FLOODING IN FAIRWAY

Diana reported that there is extensive water works being carried out in Hathaway and Ward Road areas .  They are installing a holding tank and replacing pipes that are not big enough so this should help the situation.
MATTERS ARISING

PCSO’S CRIME REPORT

James reported that crime was 17.5% down in this area.  Blackspots were  Springfield Road, Crammavill Street, Blackshots and the nature reserve.  He reported that we now had two designated police officers in this are – Dave Goodrum who operates from the Treacle Mine to Blackshots and Scott Threadgold from Blackshots to Woodview.  A resident said  they think there is drug dealing going on in the garages  at Crammaville Street and Thorley Road.  A resident asked what crimes are down in this area as he did not believe that crimes are being listed.  Diana said the police carried out a very good speed operation in Connaught Avenue but wondered what was taken away from this for  future reference.  Len thought that this was a topic for a meeting with the Council and Police.
FULL OF LIFE FUN DAY FOR ELDERLY SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER

Len said this looked good fun with loads of activities and distributed flyers  explaining the day.

NGAGE FESTIVE FUN NIGHT MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER

Len said this was good fun for all ages.

FUNDING THURROCK DOST

Len had received a request for funding  from this group which explained itself in a letter to the Forum    They are Friends of Thurrock Ethnic and Minority  group for the over 50’s  They had requested £1,000 but it was agreed we would fund £500 towards a yoga class and this was agreed by the residents..

FUNDING FOR CYCLE PATH

This is a continuation of the cycle path from the Treacle Mine to meet the existing path just beyond Nutberry Avenue.  This has been agreed in cabinet and the Forum has said they will contribute £2,500  to the project.  Joy Redsell said we should not have to pay but Len said this was a Forrum  project.  She said leave it with her for the moment.
FUNDING THURROCK PLAY NETWORK NEXT YEAR

Len asked if we could  fund  another two  days next year  but it was noted we would do them a week apart this time.  This was agreed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
COPSES AT BLACKSHOTS

Pat Evers pointed out that the copses in the middle of Blackshots were never cut and contained broken glass dog’s mess etc etc.  She has been requesting that these get cut but has been promised they will only be cut twice a year and so far have only been cut once  As this is supposed to be a safe environment for children to play she is doing a petition to present to the Council..  Joy Redsell said leave this to her for the moment.
NEXT OPEN MEETING AND A.G.M. MONDAY 16TH NOVEMBER
 . 






