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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
WILLIAM EDWARDS SCHOOL
MONDAY 23rd MARCH 2009

WELCOME
Ralph Henderson welcomed the residents to the school.

APOLOGIES
Alison Jones, Couns Joy Redsell and Ben Maney and Scott Threadgold

MINUTES OF LAST OPEN MEETING
Minutes of the meeting of 19th February were agreed.
SPEAKERS

GORDON GAMBIER – THURROCK LINKS

Graham explained that LINKS evolved from the 2006 Government White Paper – Our Health Our Care and Our Say.  He explained that LINK  is a nationwide chain  of residents, organizations, and groups that wish to improve health and social services – completely independent of the Council and NHS.  He explained that this group is just up and running  and that residents can become an individual member  and then receive  minutes and newsletters.    He explained that the first stages of their work plan consists of Community Hospital in Grays, Residential and Sheltered Accommodation and Ageing Doctors.

DANCING DEMONSTRATION BY BEN AND BECKY MILAN- VEGA

Ralph introduced the dancers who were past students at William Edwards  and had represented England in  Europe.  They danced the Cha Cha and the Jive and the audience were delighted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING 

We then continued our meeting in William Edwards new  Cinema and Lecture room where Ralph gave us a demonstration of the equipment and thanked the Forum for their contribution.

PLAYBUILDER SCHEME

Len said we now had funds for this scheme of £74,000 and said that our scheme will be the first  of the second group to start this year. He said that on 8th April there will be a Mucky Day at Nutberry  for children and parents .  Play Rangers will be in attendance  with sand on sheets for children to design their own ideas .  Len explained that £2,000 had to be spent as this was last year’s money and that bolders and seats had already been acquired.  Kath Mamby said she would like to see equipment for under 8 but Diane said  she thought the design on Nutberry would be suitable for younger children.
BUS STOP FAIRWAY

Len said he had spoken to Faye from the Council who agrees this is not suitable .    It was agreed there will be a consultation  which will take a few weeks.
PARKING AT WAVERLEY GARDENS

It was noted that residents were parking and driving over the green.  Diana Hale said she would take this up with residents.

TELEPHONE MAST AT THE SPINNEY

Diana Hale said she was surprised with the number of people who came out last Saturday to demonstrate.   She explained this is the same company who wanted the mast on the Treacle Mine roundabout, and that this mast would actually be on the grass verge.  She said she would be attending the next meeting in this connection on 2nd April.

BLACKTHORN

Veolia had contributed £5,000 for an avenue of trees along the path at Blackthorn but we had to match fund this and we did not have £5,000 to do this.  Len had a word with Luke Love  who has agreed to contribute the other trees.  The Forum has had to contribute £300 for maintenance and watering for two years.
MATTERS ARISING
THAMES GATEWAY MASTER PLAN

Len said he had heard that Thames Gateway were holding a consultation  on the Councils 2nd preferred option

LAKESIDE BASIN

It was noted that it has now been agreed to develop Lakeside to its maximum capacity.

FUNDING FOR THURROCK PLAY NETWORK

As the Forum had asked and received funding for the Princes Trust football match that never happened  - we gave £400 to fund  a play group and the £100  remaining will be put towards the  play days at Nutberry and Blackthorn.  It was agreed by the residents.
CRIME REPORT

Scott was absent from this meeting so James took his place.  He explained he did not have any crime figures.  He explained Crammavill  shops was still problem  and that police were monitoring the situation taking details, moving them on and sending out letters  He said he was available for any questions after the meeting

YOUTHS AND THE ELDERLY

Diana said she had been talking to the elderly who said the youth are making their lives intolerable
and that they were scared to go out.  She was not saying these were all William Edwards youth but that perhaps something could be said at school to explain the elderly peoples point of view.  Len said that he had been approached by Holly O’Neil a Central Cluster youth worker  and he thought a meeting should be arranged with Ralph, Diana the Police  and the Central Cluster

DANEHOLES UNDERPASS

Len said he attended the Greening and Cleaning Committee and passed around pictures of the graffiti which had been supervised in the Grays shopping mall.  He said this scheme will be repeated at the Daneholes underpass when the Council has enough money.
SOCKETTS HEATH CAR PARKING

It was pointed out that the shops on the parade are organizing  a petition and residents were urged to sign.  This proposed charging is not just for the car park but for the bays in front of shops.  Len said that residents should not think that signing a petition will be the end of this as it may go to consultation and another petition will require signing.
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Kath Mamby wondered what was happening  along Long Lane  at Thurrock Hospital as the parking was very dangerous.  It was pointed out that there was building work going on in the grounds of the hospital  and staff were parking down the residential roads.  Stewart Hughes from Thurrock  Rugby Club had been approached by the hospital for the use of the clubs car park but did not give an answer as to if they could.
Wendy Mayo from NGAGE said her job had now finished and Len thanked her for all her work.

Next Meeting Monday  22ND June. 
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