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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
HEADON HALL,CRAWFORD  AVENUE, STIFFORD CLAYS
MONDAY 22nd JUNE 2009 at 7.30
        WELCOME   Councillor Diana Hale welcomed the residents to Headon Hall. 
        APOLOGIES   Councillors Maney and Redsell, Kath Mamby  and Margaret Jones.
       MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

        Minutes of the last Open Meeting on 23rd March were agreed.

SPEAKERS
THE COMMUNICATIONS GROUPOFTHETHURROCK COMMUNITY

  SAFETY PARTNERSHIP
This group liaises with all the services and voluntary groups in  Thurrock.  They explained  they had a lot of information on crime prevention and safety in the home and were prepared to talk to residents after the meeting.
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING

PLAYBUILDER SCHEME
Diana Hale reported that the play site at Nutberry had started and would hopefully be finished for the Summer holidays.  She said it would be a more adventurous site than the existing ones and it was what the children had requested  The only fear was vandalism  as one site in Little Thurrock had already been destroyed  The police had made a priority night cover  for this area, Blackshots and Blackthorn

BUS STOP FAIRWAY

There was some confusion whether this had been agreed or not

PARKING ON GREEN AT WAVERLEY GARDENS

This parking is still happening and Diana Hale said she had approached the residents who said it was better to park there than  on the pavement  obstructing prams and wheelchairs.   She also said that a suggestion from the council was to only cut the grass round the perimeter of the green, that idea was rejected as the residents had all agreed to the grass being cut 2 years ago.   
BLACKTHORN PARK TREES

Len reported that the trees and hedge will be planted in the Autumn.

YOUTH AND THE ELDERLY

Diana Hale said  that the  incidents  reported at the last meeting  seemed to have improved.  

CENTRAL CLUSTER

Len said  there was still no progress about the meeting  to be set up for all concerned.  PCSO Gary Woolford  said he had been on sick leave  but would try to get this meeting moving.

MATTERS ARISING

NGAGE CONSULTATION 

NGAGE  delivered a questionnaire for residents to complete regarding our community.  These were given out at the meeting.

THAMES GATEWAY CORPORATION NORTH EAST GRAYS PLAN

Mike Lee of NEGAG reported on their meetings with the Council and said he had had assurances from the Councillors that they were 99.9% sure that there would be no building on greenbelt.  However  things had now changed as Thames Gateway were now doing a consultation with three different options.  They said they had  contacted every household in the North Grays area  for residents to vote on which option and any comments  they may have. Mike then urged everyone to vote for no building on greenbelt and wondered why we needed more houses when this area was already crowded and services couldn’t cope now.  Diana Hale said we needed more housing for our grandchildren and the elderly.  One resident wondered if this housing was for immigrants.  There was  then a discussion over re-siting of William Edwards School and Mr Henderson said because they were now a sports academy  they needed more sports facilities.  As this re-build would be on the swimming pool site  it seemed that a  new pool  sited on Blackshots together with the school will lead to loss of more greenbelt and create more traffic problems in this area. 
THURROCK HARRIERS REQUEST FOR FUNDING

The joint-chair  of the Harriers reported that their new club house had now been completed with funding from Veolia and Thames Gateway.  They were requesting funding for new display boards and a fridge freezer  amounting to £500.  This request was approved by the meeting and a request would now be sent for approval to the Council.
PCSO’s CRIME REPORT

James Gray gave a crime report saying that crime was down 32%.  He reported that the troubles spots were Crammaville shops Nutberry  and Blackthorn play areas and Springfield Road
.Diana Hale said she thought the police had not been to Headon Hall to give their talk on security.
DANEHOLES UNDERPASS GRAFFITI

Sue Bloss still waiting on funding for this project

ROAD SURFACES CHESTNUT AVE AND KING EDWARD DRIVE

These had now been marked out for repair.

FORUM AWARD

National Voluntary Week 1st to 7th June

THURROCK CONTACT AND CONNECT

Information was available giving support and help for the 75’s and over in the community.

THURROCK FESTIVAL

25th and 26th July at Grays Beach.

THURROCK PLAY NETWORK

 18th August at Nutberry  and 19th August at Blackthorn

CIVIC AWARDS

Pamphlets were available for nominations which must be in by 26th June.

GET ON  2 GET ON BUS

Information was available  about the learning bus  with computers and internet access free  which travels around the area for individual and groups.  PCSO Garry Woolford said this is a fantastic service but the kids in area did not seem interested.
CONSULTATION – SINGLE EQUALITY SCHEME

Thurrock Council  have now included  Gender Equality Scheme, Race Equality Scheme and Disability Scheme.
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

A public consultation pamphlet was available  for residents ‘ suggestions and comments.

STANFORD  MUSIC FESTIVAL – 4th JULY

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

RECENT FLOODING

Mr Collyer from Fairway had a petition with 50 signatures and  had contacted the Council about the flooding.  It was pointed out that this was not the only area  flooded.  It was generally thought that gullies were not being cleaned regularly and it was pointed out that Thurrock had only one gully cleaner  for the whole borough and that this was on hire.  Diana Hale thought that this was  just coincidence with a bad storm and high tide..

PARKING ON PAVEMENT  AT COLLYER COURT

Residents said this parking is getting worse  and would like to see figures of how many people were getting fined in this area.  Len said he would contact Lucy McGill to get some figures.

MIKE LEE LAST COMMENTS
Mike Lee said the last two items just confirmed  that we already had too many houses – excessive parking and flooding.

The meeting closed early and residents were able to get the crime information from the Thurrock Safer Partnership table outside.

NEXT OPEN MEETING.   Monday24th September at the Baptist Church Hall, Premier Avenue. 
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