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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH HALL, PREMIER AVENUE, SOCKETS HEATH, GRAYS  ON MONDAY 6TH JUNE 2011 at 7.30

INTRODUCTION

Len Orpin welcomed the residents to the meeting but regretted that our speaker for the evening  Shaun Finley contracts manager for the new Elizabeth site had not arrived.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors Ben Maney  Joy Redsell, Mr. and Mrs. Jones and Father Brian O’Shea.

MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING

Minutes of the meeting of 21st March 2011 were agreed
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING

TESCO STORES CRAMMAVILL STREET

Angie Gaywood said that after some positive movements from Teso like small delivery vans and delivery times being changed to less busy hours they seem to have slipped back  into their original ways.. She also added that the Tesco in Southend Road   was also becoming difficult.  The biggest problem is parking over disabled bays and Angie said the Council cannot enforce any law over this.
She added that she is setting up meetings with the regional store managers and deliveries manager and will get back to us with results.
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING LONG LANE

Diana Hale said this had now been completed and she had had a good response from both parents and children.  She explained that it was not a proper crossing  because when the Council did their survey they said there were not enough children crossing to warrant a proper one but that if it gets used  well there is every hope it may be developed  Diana added that like all projects there were residents who were not happy

 YOUTH PROVISION IN NORTH GRAYS

Len reported that contrary to some reports this has not been scrapped but rather put on the back burner.  Len added that Councillor  Maney and Redsell had previously done a consultation asking residents  for their views on how to improve Blackshots  and the questionnaire asked whether they would like a sheltered seating area.  Mike Lee thought that a shelter for teenagers to congregate will  just cause more vandalism  and bad behaviour but Diana said there are two shelters in Ockendon  which have not been vandalised and are proving very popular with residents and children. It was pointed out that there are very few facilities for youngsters in this area  and that we don’t want to see a knife and gang culture and the needs of children must be heard.
FENCE AT NUTBERRY FIELDS

Len reported that the Forum had funded a fence and gate to the children’s play area to avoid dogs fouling and older children on bikes crashing into this area.  He pointed out that the original quote from the company for this work included a gate but the company came back and said it didn’t and requested another £500 for this work.  Len went back to the company and pointed out that their quote was legally binding and the work was carried out.  Len pointed out that this was done by Len and a friend and not by the relevant person at the Council.  Len then requested confirmation from the residents to spend £100 on a plaque at this site stating that this had been funded by the Forum.  This was agreed.
.
TREES IN NORTH GRAYS

Pat Evers reported that the trees funded by the Forum along Lodge Lane had now been planted.

Diane had rescued some bollards from the Elizabeth site and these were being kept to place along the cycle path in Lodge Lane.  It was reported that the rest of the funding for trees has been spent in the North Grays area. on flowering cherries.  It was only hoped that either residents or the Council were watering them.

PARKING PROBLEMS IN LONG LANE

Len reported that the hospital has provided 26 extra parking spaces but when he went to investigate he found plenty of empty spaces in the hospital but people were still parking outside.  Angie said there was a consultation about this problem which should have taken place in the middle of May and she said she had draft copies of these for those who were interested.  Many of the options to resolve this problem need to go to consultation but a bus cage on the road can go ahead straight away.   All the residents agreed that a notice outside the hospital saying free parking .would encourage some to park inside the grounds.  It was reported that the consultation will take place in about 2 weeks.
MATTERS ARISING

NEW BUS SERVICE FOR STIFFORD CLAYS

Len reported that we now have a new private company running a bus service in Stifford Clays this will take the number of buses up to 5 an hour.  Len said that we had had lots of complaints about the 200 bus service being unreliable and dirty and was surprised to receive a complaint from a resident complaining that this will now be too noisy.  It was reported that there will be a new bus stop outside No. 66 Long Lane.
POLICE REPORT

Len said that he had been promised a visit from a PCSO but this had not materialized again.

TREES AND NEW GRASS IN HEATHVIEW

Len reported that he had been approached by Martin Smith at Orchard Garden Centre to provide top soil, turf and trees for the area outside his house on the verge.   Len E mailed Ben  Maney  and  Joy Redsell and copied in Luke Love and Liz Woods.  Ben and Joy thought this was a good idea but the Council didn’t know whether they could accept.  Andrew Murphy eventually came back saying he would accept this.  As the time for planting is long gone, Luke Love has contacted Martin thanking him  and accepting his offer and this will be carried out in the Autumn.
ST PETERS CHURCH

It was reported that the repairs funded by the Forum have now been carried out and that Father O’Shea will be writing to the Forum.
FRIENDS OF BLACKSHOTS GROUP

Mike Lee reported that a group had been set up to improve the facilities and cleanliness at the Park.  This group is also taking in Daneholes Woods. Len asked whether their goal was to cut back on footballers playing in the park as he could remember Joy saying there were too many footballers.  Len said that restricting football on the field was against all principals of today’s ideal of encouraging fitness to youths and felt it an unnecessary request.  Mike said the group was interested in offering other sports in the area. He added that similar groups had been set up in the borough and had been most successful. Diana asked why a group was needed as Nutberry and Blackthorn managed  without one. It was pointed out that Blackshots attract people from all over the borough for different events and should be a show piece.  Len said he did not agree with the proposal of getting rid of the old tennis court area  and replacing  with trees and seating areas as the netball posts and hard surface area were used by children.  Len said he did not want to see this group just following their own agenda but it was pointed out the group consists of people of all opinions.  Pat Evers said she did not agree with planting new trees until the original trees in the park are properly maintained.  She said she had been trying for years for the Council to come up with a programme of cutting the copses in the park and can report they have been cut but does not know when they will be again.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
MOBILE LIBRARY

It was reported that the times for the library at St. Anne’s Close had changed from Friday afternoon to Thursday afternoon at 4.15p.m.  to 5.00p.m. Angie confirmed that the residents had been informed.

ACCESS ALLEY AT ELIZABETH HOUSE SITE

A resident asked if this will be kept.  It was pointed out that there was a map on the site showing the new route of this alley.

PROPERTIES FOR SALE AT ELIZABETH SITE

One resident said this option was not covered in the planning meetings he attended at the Council.  Diana said they were and it was agreed this dispute was best settled by getting a copy of the minutes.
EMPTY HOUSE IN WOODSIDE
A resident asked about the progress in this case and it was stated that the Council had now found the owner and was dealing with the matter.

24HOUR CARE AT ELIZABEHT HOUSE

David Atkins asked Diana if she can confirm that there will be 24 hour cover at the new site.  Diana said she thought she had sent and E mail but that this point can be covered when the contracts manager does his presentation.

NEXT OPEN MEETING MONDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER< VENUE TO BE AGREED
.  






