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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING 

VENUE, HEADON HALL,  CRAWFORD AVENUE,  STIFFORD CLAYS, GRAYS ON  MONDAY 19th SEPTEMBER  2011 at 7.30

INTRODUCTION

Len Orpin welcomed the residents to the meeting but regretted that our speaker for the evening   PC Andy Lawrence had emailed at the last minute to say he had to be at Basildons Dale Farm.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Marin Taylor, Pat Evers and PCSO James Gray, Father O’shey, Mr. Munday Head of William Edwards School.  PC Andy Lawrence
MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING

Minutes of the meeting of 6th June 2011 were agreed
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING

TESCO STORES CRAMMAVILL STREET

Angie Gaywood said that after some positive movements from Teso like small delivery vans and delivery times being changed to less busy hours they seem to have slipped back  into their original ways.. She also added that the Tesco in Southend Road   was also becoming difficult.  The biggest problem is parking over disabled bays and Angie said the Council cannot enforce any law over this.
She added that she is setting up meetings with the regional store managers and deliveries manager and will get back to us with results.  There were ideas from the floor to get them to use the side access of the shops but as Tesco’s use the disabled ramp to move their trolleys this would prove a problem, also the noise of their trolleys caused a nuisance.
YOUTH PROVION IN NORTH GRAYS.

Len explained that he had not got very far with this as the councilors for the Blackshots ward had put a stop to this project as they felt it was inappropriate for Blackshots play field.  Debbie from William Edwards School asked if the youths had been asked and she was told that a full consultation was carried out with Grays School, the Convent School and William Edwards School and nearly 500 youths wanted a youth shelter on Blackshots playing field.  This project has been put on hold until another venue is found.
FRIENDS OF BLACKSHOTS

Len explained that he has not have any dealings with this group although he was invited to the first meetings, he was unable to attend because of holiday arrangements but  has had no recent invite from them.   

STIFFORD CLAYS CHARITY
Councillor Diana Hale suggested a Stifforf clays Charity group be formed and would get further advice.  David Atkins felt that this might be a problem with the responsibilities of Trustees.

PARKING PROBLEMS IN LONG LANE.

Len explained that there was now a result from the consultation carried out by Thurrock Council and the result is to have a single yellow line on both sides of Long Lane from Victoria Avenue to Blackshots Lane with 8am to 3 pm Monday to Friday with extra knee fencing by the bus stop and a bus cage at the bus stop.  It is believed that the residents have been informed.  There were no comments from the meeting disagreeing with this.
 TREES AND NEW GRASS IN HEATHVIEW ROAD

Martin Smith a resident from Heathview Road has offered Thurrock Council 3 trees, new topsoil and grass turf or grass seed outside his home,  this has been discussed previously and agreed by Thurrock Council but had been put on hold through the summer months.  Len will now contact Thurrock Council Horticultural Department for a start date now Autumn is approaching .  There was a thanks from the attendees to Martin for this generous offer.

BUSSES TO STIFFORD CLAYS

Councilor Anji Gaywood explained that the 200 bus had been withdrawn by First busses and had created a problem for residents to get to Orsett and Basildon Hospitals; there were alternative busses but means changing at Sockets Heath.  Councilor Gaywood asked residents to write to First bus company and as many as possible as they might reinstate this service.  Councillor Gaywood gave the address of First bus company.
MATTERS ARISING
PCSO  ***********   Apologies for the absence of our local PCSOs but asked if anyone had any problems he could take back.  Councillor Hale asked if there could be more speed checks in Crammavill Street as she felt that people were taking advantage of the 20 MPH speet limit, also the Avenues has speeding car problem especially Conaught Avenue.

HORSE CHESTNUT TREES IN THE AVENUES
Len warned residents that there was a problem with the horse chestnut trees as some are becommming diseased and there is no cure.

WALK ABOUT IN NORTH GRAYS 
Len explained on Friday 12 August  the Thurrock Safety Partnership organized a walk about in North Grays.  Police Mobile Unit, Essex probation’s  Community payback Team Team,  Local Councillors,  Youth Workers, The Be smart Team, Thurrock Council  ************ Team and the Forum all took part.  It proved to be a very rewarding day speaking with residents and finding out residents problems. 
FOOTPATH TO ST CHURCH HALL FOOTPATH. 
It has been noted that the footpath to the church hall, Councillor Gaywood has contacted Thurrock Council over this and is waiting to see if this is land own by them.

DOG POO BINS
Councillor Gaywood has contacted Thurrock Council as the bin in Blackthorn Road play ground has no bottom to it and the result is the mess is falling through the bottom, also another bin has been requested on Nutberry Fields.
TIMBER BOLLARDS   IN LODGE LANE
Len explained that the timber bollards removed from the old Elizabeth House site could have been possibly used to restrict cars crossing the grass areas in Lodge lane between Nutberry Avenue and the Treacle Mine roundabout but having had a meeting with the local councilors and Thurrock Council, it was felt that this would cause resentment with the residents.  It was felt that the local councilors could find another use for these bollards as Bramells, the contactor at the new Elizabeth gardens project have offered to install these free of charge as a community project.

PHOTO COMPETITION OF THURROCK
Len announced a photograph competition arranged by Thurrock Council, when asked what was the closing date, there was no information on the flier or the rules.  Councillor Gaywood is to check with the organizers.  It was also pointed out that this competition was only available on line, some residents who had no computer felt that this was unfair. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
A resident asked if residents could plant their own trees outside their homes on the grass verge.  Len said that this could be done but was to ask Thurrock Council for permission first as there could be a problem with services and advice for the best trees to alleviate problems with roots damaging footpaths in the future.  Len to get the resident the tree officers contact number.

Len reminded residents of the Ngage Festive Fun Night to be held at the Civic Hall on Thursday  15th December.
The meeting closed at 9 pm

NEXT OPEN MEETING AND AGM.    Provisionary Monday 7th November at the Baptist Church Hall, Premier, Avenue






