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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

VENUE THE BAPTIST CHURCH HALL PREMIER AVENUE SOCKETS HEATH GRAYS AT 7.30ON MONDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2011
INTRODUCTION

Len welcomed the residents to the meeting  which was also our  AGM.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

It was reported that no apologies had been received.
MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING

Minutes of the last open meeting held on  19th September were agreed.
SPEAKERS 

GRAHAM FARRANT CHIEF EXECUTIVE THURROCK COUNCIL

Graham  said he was visiting Forums to get residents views on the services provided by the Council.  He acknowledged that some services were good while others were not so good. He thought street cleaning and rubbish collection were good in the borough  but acknowledged that Council housing  needed more money spent.  He said education  levels need to be raised but said there has been a marked improvement in the borough  at secondary level but that primary level is still not good enough and that a lot of investment is still needed.  He said our adoption levels were 8th in the country.  He said  that most of the managers at the Council do not live in the borough  and it was his hoped that we can attract well educated managers from the borough in the future.  He acknowledged that the regeneration  of Grays with Thames Gateway  had failed to deliver what was promised  and that the Council did not do enough.  He thought the Opera House  was a good thing  attracting 30 jobs at the moment but  it will offer  training for behind the scene  skills and attract more jobs,  He said the London Gateway Port  will be open by end of 2013 with 1,000 new jobs.  He explained that junction 30/31 on the M25  will have to be re-built  and that the Dartford Crossing will have to be toll-free  to cope with free flow of traffic  in the area   He said the A13 will become  a three lane carriageway..  He explained that  the Council  are not in agreement with any more river crossings in this area.  He said there would have to be three lorry parks in Thurrock.  He added there would be more jobs generated at Tilbury Docks , which is to be expanded out on to the marshes,  Lakeside  and the new College and hoped that these could be filled by local people.
The meeting was then open for questions.

David Atkins then asked about recovery of Council Tax arrears and said he thought the Council were a bit heavy handed in some cases.  He quoted a case of debt of £500 turning into £1,400 with the use of bailiffs.  Graham explained that the Council had been a bit lax in chasing debtors in the past  but were now back on track.  He explained the Council try to work out reasonable ways to collect debts  but some residents still fail to meet these.  He said he would discuss any points with David.

The residents then went on to question the building of houses on the Technical site and the new build college in Grays Town.  One resident asked whether they had given the land at the Technical Site to the developers as he understood there was a lease and a bank involved in this land.    Residents thought the new college site was too small and too busy to accommodate more parking.  One resident asked where the skills for crane driving, which will be needed in the new dock, will be taught.   It was also noted that a lot of the skills which used to be taught at the Technical Site had disappeared.  Paul Groom from the Council said there had been an exodus of students from Grays and the new college will attract them back.  The residents then went on to ask the actual money involved in this project and at this point it was felt that a whole meeting should be arranged just dealing with this subject involving Councillors and residents of Woodview who feel passionate about this.  This was agreed.
 ANTHONY PELTIER HEAD TEACHER STIFFORD CLAYS JUNIOR SCHOOL
Anthony explained he had been at the school since September .  He said he loved the school and the children but did not think they were achieving their potential   He said he would like the school to have .
better links with the community .  He said the kitchens were not used after 3 and not at weekends and the same for their computer suite.  He thought these could be put to better use in the community and was open to ideas.  Len said this tied in with the BBC advert Give and Hour for volunteers to teach IT skills. He said they had started a choir and had ties with William Edwards school.  David Atkins wondered if they had approached the Opera House and Anthony said the school were visiting in two weeks time.  Joy Redsell said she welcomed what Anthony was doing but wondered whether he had any communications with other primary schools in the area.  Anthony said he had not.
David said we have trouble  with youths in the area  and asked if anything can be done for the 13 plus age group.   Anthony said  this group could use the school playing field  and that there was an entrance at the back of the school.  It was generally thought that there are not enough facilities for this age group.
PAUL GROOM, SOUTH EAST ESSEX TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Paul Groom gave a brief outline to the changes and the sale of the Woodview site, some resident were disgusted with the proposal and Len offered a special meeting to discuss this proposal in more detail as this subject would need more time.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING

PARKING PROBLEMS IN LONG LANE

Len reported that the bus cage , extra knee high railing and a single yellow line  from Victoria Avenue to Blackshots Lane  is now being carried out.
TREES AND NEW GRASS IN HEATHVIEW ROAD

Len confirmed   he had approached Luke Love who will do the work and Martin Smith will provide  materials.

TIMBER BOLLARDS STIFFORD CLAYS

These are still being held in store while a site is found for them

TREE PLANTING REQUEST

Len still waiting to hear from the Council.

FOOTPATH TO CHURCH HALL

Angie still waiting to hear on this.

CHARITY FOR STIFFORD CLAYS

Diana Hale  passed around a pamphlet  on this charity  She explained this would be a new way of raising revenue  which we could use to match fund grants  to say ,for example, Veolia.  She said she had been offered help from the Aveley Forum to set this up  so it was up to the community to decide the future for this project.  David Atkins said this involved a lot of work and wondered who will do this and Diana agreed she would.
MATTERS ARISING
BUS SERVICE PETITION

Angie Gaywood said further to  the last Open Meeting where it was announced that the 200 bus service had been withdrawn she thought the next step would be a petition.   Angie said it would further our cause if residents wrote to  the First Bus Company  and attended the meetings of the bus users group.  The petition was handed round the room.
SPEEDING IN  STIFFORD CLAYS

Diana Hale said speeding cars in Stifford Clays and down the Avenues seemed to be getting worse.

DIGITAL SWITCHOVER

Len reminded residents about the digital switchover.  He said he had been to a meeting and was assured there will be enough help through the press  and on the television.  What was more worrying was people who live alone and need more help .  It was thought that volunteers would probably help.
He warned to be aware of rogue traders who might try to sell equipment that is not necessary.

WINTER BINS

Len reported that the Council had come up with a scheme  to allocate sand and grit bins  in areas which the Council do not clear and hoped that volunteers would do this work.  This seemed a good idea until the accompanying  rules and regulations were read and it all seems much too complicated.

ESSEX AMBASSADORS

Len gave out a pamphlet  asking for volunteers  to help visitors during the Olympics in Essex.

VETERAN GRANT

Len circulated a pamphlet explaining a Lottery Fund  which funds WW2 veterans  on trips back to places where they served.
ACE TRAINING

Len circulated a pamphlet on Thurrock training  which is free from January to April.

NGAGE FUN NIGHT

This will be at the Civic Hall on Thursday 15th December which is free and good fun.

CHAIRS REPORT

Len read his report on the past year’s work.  He said he was very pleased and thanked the residents for their support.  A full copy of the Chairmans Report  is attached to these minutes.
TREASURER’S REPORT

                                                                   Reserve Account              £2,728.72

                                                                   Current Account             £    538.93  

AGM VOTING NEW COMMITTEE

The new committee was duly voted in as follows;-

                           Chairman                         Len Orpin

                            Vice Chairman              David Atkins

                            Treasurer                        Marion Taylor

                             Minutes Secretary      Pat Evers

                              Committee Members   Corin Whymark

                                                                            Gary Walford

                                                                           James Gray

NEXT MEETING Monday 16th January (provisional

CHAIRS YEARLY REPORT
Another year has passed and here we are again.  In the past year we have had a number of speakers.
November last yaer we had joycelyne Audsley on Team climate Change also speaking  on that night was Dave Hincliff giving us us a talk on the new gas fired power station at Tilbury, that was the second presentation from Tilbury power station and I think things have changed again, lets wait for the next one.

In January we had Ciouncillor Val Morris Cook talk to us on waste collection, and in March Natalie Warren gave a presentation on the Credit Union.

June we were let down by Brammells who were going to talk about their Transport Plan for the new Elizabeth House project. 

We have not had any funding this year but we did pay for a waste bin in Crammavill Street for £350.00.  We gave£250.00 to the The Thurrock Dawali Festival.  Thurrock ABC Players had £200 and our balance for the year we paid for the fence round the kiddies play area at Nutberry Fields.

I would like to thank the committee for their input to the forum and also thank the residents who support us. 
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