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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
SOCKETS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH HALL

DATE,  MONDAY 18th JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30
  WELCOME The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 APOLOGIES  
Councillors  Ben Maney and Joy Redsell.
MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING
These minutes were agreed.  Comments  on transport by Margaret Jones are dealt with under Any Other Business.
SPEAKERS

OLIVER PENDERED ELECTRICITY ALLIANCE

Oliver came to explain what was going on in our area with regards  to the work on the overhead pylons  He explained  that because of regeneration of this area  we must ensure safe supplies of electricity. for an increasing population.  To this end all cables are being replaced  and the Tilbury substation  is being brought back into service.  He said the work was split into three stages  - the first  Tilbury to Lakeside will be finished in April,  the second Lakeside connection  and third Lakeside  across the Thames to Littlebrook substation  will be finished by the end of the year.  He explained he has tried to make as little disruption to traffic as possible  and  road closures were in the evening and residents had been informed.  He explained that there will be no disruptionto the local supplies  and that great care has been taken to limit  damage to trees, wild life and the environment  He left brochures and closure timetables and a  telephone number. which is manned  until7.30 p.m.
PAUL CLARK  THURROCK COUNCIL STRATEGY PLANNING TEAM

Paul explained that Thurrock  is trying to eliminate landfilling of  untreated municipal and commercial waste by 2010.  He said  we have to ensure  that there are sufficient  waste facilities to deal with  the forecasted 513,000 tons of waste each year.  He added that Thurrock Council have to seek sufficient sites in our area to maintain a 7 year minerals supply.  He explained that the Council  had set up a public consultation which included proposed mineral and waste sites .  He emphasized how important it was for the public  to have their say.  He handed out  the development plan document  and response forms and said  the consultation period ended on 18th February.  He said  more information is on the internet at libraries and at the Council office.  He added that there will be a workshop  on 1st February at 2-o-clock at the Council offices.  David Atkins said he thought these consultations were a farce as what most people request seems to be ignored.  Margaret Jones said she did not think everyone was being informed as she knows the Gazette does not get delivered to South Ockendon.  Paul said he would look into this but added that those people most affected will be written to.  Residents wanted to know what happens to the land fill tax.  Diana Hale said it was given back to the community  by way of a Trust set up by Veolia and many groups in the area have benefited from this.  She said the Trust will not be affected by Veolia losing some contracts with the Council.  It was asked if the Council will be incinerating any waste.  Paul said yes but they hoped to extract power from this process.  A resident commented that if we had less people in the borough we would not have such a big problem with rubbish.

MATTERS ARISING

BUS STOP FAIRWAY

Len said he was still pursuing this.

BLACKTHORN ROAD AVENUE OF TREES

Len reported these had still not materialized

FUNDING APPROVED

Len reported that  the following funding had been approved:

                            PICNIC BENCHES AT NUTBERRY

                             DARLING BUDS GROUP

                            WILLIAM EDWARDS STUDENTS

CYCLE PATH LODGE LANE

This funding was not approved but the Forum would try to fund bollards around the verges  to finish the job.

COPSES AT BLACKSHOTS

Pat reported that these still had not been cut.  The Council  promised to cut these and the bank along the Stanford Road side of the park twice a year but had only done it once this year.  The copses are not a safe environment for children as they contain  long  grass dog’s mess and broken glass etc..

MATTERS ARISING

FUNDING REQUESTS

St. John’s Church in Victoria Avenue have written to the Forum requesting funding for a disabled toilet in their new Church Hall.   Building of this project will start in the Spring and will cost £265,239.  They have been fund raising  and applied for grants.  They had requested £1,701 and after some discussion it was agreed  to round this off to £2,000.

Diana Hale requested funding for Stifford Clays School for bollards to keep cars off the grassed        area.  This was agreed but we needed a price  and hoefully will be used in this years funding. To complete our allowance for this year.
It was agreed that we should fund some large rocks at the Nutberry play area to stop cycles coming over the hill into the small children’s play area

Mike Lee was requesting funding for the Mencap Sports Day  event on  13th June.  He reported that this group had 120 members and had been going since 1962.  He said the Sports Day includes a triatholon and was a great success last year.  He was requesting funding of £1,100 and this was agreed to come out of next year’s funding.

ELIZABETH HOUSE UPDATE

Diana Hale reported that they had two companies tendering for this project  and that there will be a decision made  in the first week of February.  David Atkins wanted to know  the news regarding the care at Bluebell Court.  Diana said she didn’t have this information but could get it for him.  Some of the residents said they were very pleased with the care given at Bluebell Court.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING LODGE LANE

Diane Hale said she was carrying out a consultation with residents for a crossing in Lodge Lane as this road was very dangerous for children crossing for school.    She thought that if this was agreed it would give some support for a crossing in Long Lane.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING DAY

It was reported  that this will be on the 23rd January  in the old post office in  George Street and will be offering all types of medical tests.

THURROCK ACE TRAINING

Brochures were available at  the meeting  outlining  all types of training completely free.

MARSH MATTERS

Brochures were available  giving information on all new events at Rainham Marshes.

LETS MAKE A SONG AND DANCE

Brochures were available for  the Purfleet  Opera events.

BRITISH RED CROSS

This group are urgently needing volunteers.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

DANEHOLES UNDERPASS

Len reported that he had been approached by Sue Bloss regarding  having a professional graffiti       artist and local youth project here.  He reported that he had said to the Council we just wanted to keep it clean and well lit and to this end he had inspected the underpass last week and found it clean and lit.  No decision was made and this and was left as an ongoing item

BUSES

Margaret Jones  reported that the 200 bus route was unreliable and dirty . 

NEXT OPEN MEETING MONDAY 15th MARCH
.
 . 






