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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING

HEADON HALL, CRAWFORD AVENUE

MONDAY 21ST MARCH 2011

INTRODUCTION

Len Orpin welcomed the residents and thanked them for a good turnout.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Marion Taylor, Councillors Diana Hale (who arrived later) Ben Maney, Mike Lee, Brian O’Shea, and Ralph Henderson.
MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING
Minutes of the meeting of 17th January 2011 were agreed

SPEAKERS

NATALIE WARREN, THURROCK CPOUNCIL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

Natalie gave a presentation on the newly set up Credit Union in Thurrock.  She distributed pamphlets explaining the credit union. She explained that  it is owned and managed by its members to provide ethical banking for savings and low cost loans.  She said this would avoid residents getting into trouble  with loan sharks  and will enable them slowly to get out of debt.  She explained members have to save money regularly before they can qualify for a loan.  Members qualify if they live or work in Essex. and if a profit is made this is paid out annually to members. She explained that the head office is at Chelmsford , costs are low and they have tight financial controls.  Residents can pay money into their accounts by cash or cheque at Essex Savers collection points or  cheque , standing order, payroll deduction, direct  payment of benefits and paypoint or post office .She explained  that at the moment there were collection points at Tilbury, Civic Offices Grays, South Ockendon, East Tilbury and Purfleet .  She explained that there is help on hand for any group wishing to set up a collection point.   She said the interest rate charged is very competitive  and there is no penalty for early repayment of loans.  David Atkins asked what was the figure of the last dividend pay out. Natalie  said she did not have this information but would find out.  David went on to say that the Citizens Advice would rather use this as a tool for residents in debt over Council Tax arrears instead of costly court proceedings and disruption of families. Joy Redsell said the Council were tracking down Council Tax debts as far back as the Poll Tax from residents who think this debt will just go away instead of asking for help and negotiating with the Council.  A resident asked what security is there for groups running a collection point and Natalie said there is up to £5,000 insurance cover.
Natalie then went on to  explain another pamphlet  offering direct payments  to anyone who is eligible for social care.  This will enable people to purchase their own support and equipment which will give them more choice and control.  The pamphlet provided all the information required.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING
LITTER BIN AT HEALTH CENTRE

Len reported we had funded a bin and a resident reported that it was now in place.

TESCO STORES

Angie Gaywood reported that we are still having problems and she has set up another meeting with the management.

CROSSING IN LONG LANE

Angie Gaywood said she had been promised that this work will be  started and finished by the end of next week.

YOUTH PROVISION IN NORTH GRAYS

Joy Redsell said  that there had been no movement on this.

FENCE AT NUTBERRY FIELDS

Len reported that the provider for this work has come back asking for and extra £500 for two gates which did appear in his estimate.  They have also quoted for a higher  fence than  needed   and Len thought that this would cover the extra cost.  Angie Gaywood said she would ask Daren Spring to  sort this, 
TREES IN NORTH GRAYS

The Forum has spent £490 on trees for this area .  Five Lime trees  to go along the cycle path in Lodge Lane and the rest are flowering cherries to go around the North Grays area.

FLOODING IN FAIRWAY

Diana reported that there did not seem to be any maps of the drains in this area and Joy said the Water Board must have this information.  It was generally thought that all the work down Hathaway Road would have put a stop to this.
PARKING PROBLEMS IN LONG LANE

 Joy Redsell said  that there had been a meeting with the Hospital Manager and the Grounds Manager  who said they would provide 26 more parking spaces.  The Council were also looking  at relocation of the Trans-Vol buses  and putting a double yellow line in front of the bus stop.

Len reported that he went around the parking spaces in the hospital  and although there were 18 empty spaces there were still ten cars parked on the verges.  Residents agreed double yellow lines were only  as good as the officers who patrol this site and can hand out fines.  One resident said that on dustbin day (Wednesday) the traffic is very dangerous  and just waiting for an accident to happen.  Margaret Jones said we should get the police involved emphasizing the danger element.
Angie said we should set up a consultation with all parties plus highways  setting out a list of options  to resolve this.  One resident thought that more signing around the hospital pointing out parking places and that it is free would help.  Residents around the hospital had noticed that staff from the hospital were parking on the verges and thought that the hospital should be enforcing their staff to park in the hospital.
DANEHOLES UNDERPASS

This is still in need of regular cleaning -Joy said she would look into this.

MATTERS ARISING

ELIZABETH HOUSE

Len reported that they had been to a meeting at the site and work will commence in May and finish by next Summer.  One resident thought there would be more parking problems along Long Lane  involving the contractors.  It was pointed out that this company have been doing these projects elsewhere  and were very community friendly.Diana  pointed out that we need a new name for the site as Elizabeth House has been used elsewhere.  She was willingly to hear other ideas.
CENSUS

Len reminded residents that the Census takes  place on 27th March  and a pamphlet was circulated giving  times and places where residents could get help filling in the form.  It was pointed out that there was a fine of £1,000  for not doing so.

POLICE REPORT

It was noted that the police have not been in attendance for a few meetings now.

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

The church are holding a craft  fayre Saturday 26th March from 10a.m. until 6.p.m.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Residents wanted to know what is happening to the garage site in Crammavill Street.  It was thought this still belongs to a private family who have not decided to sell and let the site be redeveloped.

Len had noticed that the weed spray man had been about causing havoc around our streets.  This happened 2 years ago and some one was sacked  because of lack of training.  Most residents thought it looked terrible  and had complained.
Len reported that his brown bin had not been collected for 3 weeks.  He knew there were other incidents in the area  and wondered why this was happening after  Councillor Cook’s  presentation saying everything would now be running smoothly.  One resident said it might be that on the Council Website his property in North Grays was now showing  his address as Tilbury.

A number of residents asked what was happening to the house next to the shop in King Edward Drive as it seems to be empty .Joy said the Council were trying to find out who the owners were.

Len reported that the Tilbury Power Station is now going to be powered by wood pellets and not coal or gas as previously advised to the community.

Len circulated a pamphlet listing the events for the Easter holiday. 






