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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING

HEADON HALL, STIFFORD CLAYS

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2010

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Diana Hale welcomed the forum to the Hall and Len Orpin thanked the residents for attending.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Gaywood, and Councillors Joy Redsell and Ben Maney.

MINUTES OF THE LAST OPEN MEETING  OF 20TH SEPTEMBER 2010
It was pointed out that the Council had not agreed the plans  for Elizabeth House and that completion will be July 2012.
SPEAKERS

JOCELYNE AUDSLEY THURROCK COUNCIL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TEAM CLIMATE CHANGE CONSULTATION

Jocelyne explained that Thurrock Council has signed up to the Nottingham Declaration on climate change and to this end have agreed  to develop a climate change strategy.  She explained   that they had prepared a questionnaire  for Thurrock residents  to see what their priorities  were.   She said she had included children in this survey  and that different age groups  came up with different priorities.
She pointed out that their aim is to cut emissions by 10% in 2010.  and that this would be a joint effort by residents and the Council.   She also distributed a pamphlet showing 30  energy saving tips for residents,  She said that the Council were doing their bit by saving  on green miles by using local suppliers where possible  and heating and lighting  in offices were being reduced.  David Atkins asked if the Council were considering heat exchange systems and retro heating for their buildings.  Len pointed out that now we were getting older  we needed to keep warm and that new installation of energy saving boilers and solar panels  cost a lot of money.    It was pointed out that EDF and British Gas  give grants for this work  but people were not taking them up.  David Atkins said the CAB  give assistance in filling in forms for these grants and help with problems over energy bills and can arrange budgeting loans from the Council.  Margaret Jones asked if the Council were going to switch off street lighting  and Jocelyne said no.  Another resident said that with  all the different views in the press he did not know what to believe  about climate change.  Jocelyne said that is why they have done the questionnaire  to get peoples views.
DAVE HINCHCLIFFE N.POWER PROPOSED GAS FIRED POWER STATION AT TILBURY

Dave gave a presentation on the new proposed power station at Tilbury. He accompanied his talk with a comprehensive pamphlet explaining  this new development.  He explained that there had been a power station at this site for 50 years but that Tilbury B was due to close at the end of 2015  because of emission  constraints.  He said this site  was  very favourable  having entry to the National Grid, good infrastructure, its own jetty, access to the river for cooling  and access to process water and gas fuel supply.  He said the power station was very much part of the community and at the moment employs 250 full time staff and over 50 permanent contractors which contributes £15 million into the local community.  He pointed out the power station  will continue to support local educational and environmental initiatives.He explained that the North Sea gas is steadily diminishing   and we must get our gas from the world market and from liquified gas.  David Atkins said that this made us very vunerable  especially the supply coming from Europe.    Len commented that  we had had a presentation before when the power station was to be coal fired and wondered why this has now changed.    Dave said that our own coal had very high levels of sulphur  which was not environmentally friendly.  He ended by saying that the new power station should be operational by 2017.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING

LITTER BINS CRAMMAVILL STREET

We are still waiting to hear from Sue Bloss

FRUIT FULL SCHOOLS AT WILLIAM EDWARDS

This project is still going ahead on 20th November at 10.a.m.

TESCO CRAMMAVILL STREET

Diana Hale reported that they were using smaller vehicles  but it was noted that they were still parking over disabled bays.  Margaret Jones thought that perhaps the disabled bay could be moved to  outside the bakery. Diana reported that this area attracts the most parking fines in Grays.
THURROCK HARRIERS FUNDING

The Forum had not heard any more from them.

ABC FUNDING

 We had agreed £200 and this has been approved.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING LONG LANE

It was reported that a site investigation had been carried out and the conclusion was that there were not enough  children using this area.  Diana said they were still trying for a pelican crossing or central reservation which if used well might become a crossing in time – which has happened elsewhere.
NEW CARE HOME LONG LANE

It was reported that some residents had received letter regarding this development.  David Atkins wanted to know if there will be  wardens on this site 24 hours.  Diana said she would look into this  Diana said they have asked the plans to be modified to be more in keeping with  the street plan along Long Lane and added that not everyone will like the development.

MATTERS ARISING

FUNDING FOR DAWALI FESTIVAL

There was some opposition to this funding  as it was thought they should go to the Arts Council and others thought that this group had already had funding from the Council.  After a vote it was decided to give them £250

FUNDING FOR TREES 

Len reported that  he had a request for funding for replacement trees in this area.  He has said that after our January meeting any monies left will go towards these trees  This was agreed.

FUNDING FENCE AROUND CHILDDRENS’ PLAY AREA   AT NUTBERRY

This was agreed as it was thought too dangerous with bikes coming over the hill into the play area.

FESTIVE FUN NIGHT AT CIVIC HALL 15th DECEMBER 

Len reported that this was being held again this year and said it was a very good and free night for children.. 

FUNDING FOR YOUTHS IN THIS AREA
Len reported that meetings concerning the youth in this area had been going on for 2 years  with consultations going on with the children and schools in this area with  a very good response.  The new shelter planned for Blackshots  is now being held back because Joy Redsell says there needs to be a consultation with the residents in this area, and Andrea Winterflood did not think the shelter was fit for purpose.  Len thought that ideally we would like to make provision for youths in the Stifford Clays area  but we cannot find a site..  We had funding promised by Veolia if it was matched by Thames Gateway.  There was  deadline on this application  which was not met because the relevant information did not reach Len in time.  Len felt very disappointed but said we were not giving up on this project
.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Margaret Jones thought that with all the water works carried out in the Hathaway Park area there would be no more flooding in Fairway.  She said this was still happening and Diana Hale said this was because of severe weather conditions.

CHAIRS YEARLY REPORT

This report was taken as read with all the residents agreeing that Len had done a very good job.

TREASURER’S REPORT

                                                    Reserve Account             £1,852.90

                                                    Current Account             £   897.44
VOTING IN NEW COMMITTEE

The residents duly voted in the following members of the Forum;

                                                  Chairman                                 Len Orpin

                                                   Vice  Chairman                      David Atkins
                                                   Minutes Secretary              Pat Evers
                                                    Treasurer                                Marion Taylor

                                                    Committee Members           R. Henderson                         

                                                                                                         C. Whymark

NEXT OPEN MEETING 17thJANUARY BAPTIST CHURCH  PREMIER AVENUE






