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STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING
SOCKETS HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH HALL

DATE,  MONDAY 15th MARCH 2010 AT 7.30p.m.
  WELCOME The Rev. Howard Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting. He informed the meeting  that the chairman Len Orpin was ill and that he would be chairing the meeting.
 APOLOGIES  
Councillors Maney, and  Redsell, Len Orpin and Angela Painter.
MINUTES OF LAST OPEN MEETING

Minutes of the meeting on 18th January were agreed..
SPEAKERS

TERRY PICCOLO TCEN (THURROCK COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT NETWORK) TAKE PART
Terry explained that this was a project set up by central government to get local people more involved  in their community.    He said this network had been a great success  involving 500 organisations in Thurrock   who support each other and share information.   He distributed a pamphlet  which explained the network  He said training was available  for residents which was free  and some courses provided a certificate at the end of the course.  He gave out a timetable of events  and venues for last year  and explained that a new timetable will be out in April.   These courses are held at the Beehive  Centre  and Richmond Road  and Diana Hale said not to forget  The Get On to Get On Bus which anyone  can request  a destination for a group or school.  Terry said there was also a consultation website which residents can sign up to  and receive information.   A resident said that not everyone has computers but Terry said this information  can be obtained from the computers at the libraries or on the Get On Bus.  David Atkins said consultations were a farce.
SUE BLOSS TC.BE SMART EDUCATION OFFICER UNDERPASS DANEHOLES

Sue explained she was at the meeting to discuss  the possibility of a mural being painted in the underpass at Daneholes .  She said she would be going on to the Little Thurrock Forum to get their approval as well.  She said there will be a professional artist involved with the children  and that the funding comes from  the Home Office.    She said that this has been carried out in four other sites in the borough   and that at the moment  these areas remain clean and graffiti free.  One resident said the money could be spent better elsewhere  but Sue said  it could only be used for this purpose and if we did not use it we would lose it.  She said the paint  was being donated and any spray cans confiscated from offenders will be used.  One resident said wasn’t this just encouraging children to write on walls anywhere?  Sue said she tries to educate the children at these events to be responsible and to be proud of their areas.  This project was basically agreed but not by all.
JONATHAN CATTON THURROCK  HERITAGE AND MUSEUM

SERVICES

Jonathan and Mike Lee  gave the Forum a slide show of  buildings and places in old Grays.  They had also set up an exhibition of old photos  and  adverts of products.  It was most enjoyable  and evoked lots of memories of the area.  Jonathan explained it came about over coffee  with
8 friends having a chat about the old High Street.    He said the exhibition will be in the Baptist Hall on Tuesday  from 10 until 3.30  and will try it at other venues in the area. He said he would be very interested in old memories, photos or items for the museum.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING

FUNDING DARLING BUDS

A member of this club was presented  with a cheque and thanked the Forum.

WILLIAM EDWARDS STUDENTS FUNDING

Ralph Henderson was presented with a cheque and thanked the Forum.

FUNDING FOR ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

A member of the Church was presented with a cheque and thanked the Forum.

FUNDING BOLLARDS STIFFORD CLAYS SCHOOL

This funding has been approved and the money will be given to the Council who will carry out the work

FUNDING ROCKS AT NUTBERRY

This funding has not been approved

200. BUS SERVICE TO STIFFORD CLAYS
Margaret Jones reported that she has been going to the Bus Users meeting  for a year and has been complaining  that the buses never turn up on time  and are sometimes cancelled.  She said a young girl was catching this bus to go to work and waited for one hour and quarter.    She thought that as a group we should be able to do something about this stating that we need a reliable service  which is modern and clean.

BUS STOP FAIRWAY

This is still ongoing.

MATTERS ARISING

FUNDING REQUEST TREETOPS SCHOOL

A member of Treetops  had written to the Forum requesting funding to  re-instate and old playground.  He said at the moment they had a very small playground and a field.  This was agreed by the residents  but this would have to wait until the Forum gets funded from the Council and the amount can be agreed.   ( £1,600-00  requested) 
PETITION FOR CROSSING IN LONG LANE

Diana Hale said when she asked parents at Stifford Clays school why they bring children to school by car they said they were scared of crossing Long Lane.  She also approached the elderly at Headon Hall  who also disliked crossing Long Lane.    To this end she presented a petition to the residents requesting a crossing  which she will present to the Council.

REGISTER TO VOTE

The Chair reminded people to make sure they were registered to vote.
EVENTS

Sport Relief Mile Belhus Golf Course on 21st March.

St. John’s Craft Fayre  27th March.

Little Thurrock School Boot Sale  28th March.
William Edwards school quiz night  19th March.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

ELIZABETH HOUSE
Diana Hale reported  that this project had been agreed but would not be finished unti l 2012.

CRAMMAVILLE STREET

It was reported that  the Council were trying for a dispersal order for this area so they can move the youths on but residents said where would they end up?

GARAGES ON STIFFORD CLAYS

The residents wanted to know if there was any more news about converting garages into homes.

SAD NEWS RE THE REV. HOWARD JONES

The Rev. Howard Jones informed the Forum that he will be leaving the church to take up a job in South Wales in May.  Mervyn Jones thanked him for all his work for the community  and thought there must be plenty of Baptist Reverands in South Wales  and couldn’t understand why he had to go.

  NEXT OPEN MEETING

Monday 7th June at Headon Hall.
 . 






