

Contact address Len Orpin , 3, Waverley Gardens , Grays, Essex RM16 2TJ

Tele; 01375 374613

STIFFORD COMMUNITY FORUM OPEN MEETING

HEADON HALL ,STIFFORD CLAYS

MONDAY  7th JUNE 2010 AT 7.30.

WELCOME
Councillor Diana Hale welcomed  the residents  to the Hall and introduced Anji Gaywood the newly elected Labour Councillor to the audience. She explained that Ben Maney and Joy Redsell had retained their seat in the Blackshots Ward

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

David Atkins.

MINUTES OF LAST OPEN MEETING

Minutes of the meeting of 15th March were agreed.

SPEAKERS

SUE BLOSS T.C. BE SMART EDUCATION OFFICER

Sue reminded us about her recent visit re the underpass mural at Daneholes  and explained that her job has now been changed  and she has gone back to street services from where she originally came.  She explained that BE SMART is in the throws of change   and she knew no further information at the present.  She explained that she is still involved with education , parks street cleaning etc.  and is always available to hear from the residents with complaints and will do her hardest to sort things out.  She said she would be available to come back to the Forum if asked.  She said she is still available to help out with clean ups  with the community like the one at Crammavill Street last year.  A resident asked if the theme for the mural will include  the Olympics and Sue said yes.  Len thought the Council were missing out on the Olympics  by not letting teams use the Harriers track.  Diana said this was because Thurrock Council did not put a bid in for this use.  A resident put in a request for a bin outside the health centre at Crammavill and wondered what was happening to the large bin left unused at the now closed Long Lane Leisure Centre as she thought this could be best used by the electric station on Blackshots which is used as a rubbish dump.
DANI MANSFIELD – ASK SAL

Dani began by reading out well known names of children who had been killed or abused and then compared this with similar crimes but the victims were all older.   We all recognised the children but not the adults and she said this was because they were not widely reported .in the press.    She said this vulnerable group  of elderly  or disabled are sometimes being abused in the family  and ASK SAL has been set up to raise awareness in the community.  She explained there is a help line which anyone can use if they think abuse is going on either in the home, residential or nursing homes, day centres or hospitals.  Some of the residents said this was the first they knew of ASK SAL and thought it should be more advertised.  Dani said it has been advertised in care homes and hospitals throughout the borough and the Forum said they would try to help with raising awareness.  Dani said this was just a pilot scheme at the moment and the plan was to make this a national scheme.  She said there had been 800 enquiries up to the present and three of these had been referred on for further investigation.  It was felt that residents should be more aware of what was going on in their own neighbourhood and get involved.
MATTERS ARISING

 200 BUS SERVICE STIFFORD CLAYS

Margaret Jones said this service was still very poor but reported that Yash Gupta was now the portfolio holder for Transport.  She said the dates of the Bus Users Meeting were not widely advertised and the attendance at these meetings was very poor.  She said we must all take an interest otherwise we will loose this service. She said this service is still unreliable and was told that the last bus is running empty.  She thought no one has any confidence in waiting for the last bus in case it doesn’t turn up,  She said .that perhaps they could work together with Len and the Forum to get more support.
KNEE RAIL WHITMORE AVENUE

It was reported that this has now been completed and both parents and the school are very pleased.  It was noted that this has now made this area more child friendly Len said he has to fill in a form monitoring these projects and thought a letter from the school on the progress would be nice.
FUNDING MENCAP

Diane Lee thanked the Forum for their cheque towards the funding for the Mencap Triathlon to be held on Sunday 13th June at Blackshots starting at 9.30a.m. at the Harriers.  She said this was their first Triathlon but hoped it would become a yearly event.
FUNDING TREE TOPS SCHOOL

Corin Whymark from the Central Cluster of Schools accepted the cheque on behalf of treetops School and thanked the Forum for their cheque which was helping to fund a new playground at the school.  Len said it would be nice to have a feed back on progress from the school.

DISPERSAL ORDER CRAMMAVILL STREET

It was reported that the Dispersal Order was having a good effect in the area which is quieter and cleaner.  Margaret Jones said she thought the closed down off licence

was being re-opened and this was confirmed by Gary Walford,  It was reported that this Dispersal Notice is only for 6 months and will then be reviewed. It was noted that the Dispersal Order seems to have moved the trouble on to Sockets Heath. It was reported that Central Cluster Meetings were still going ahead looking into youth problems in the area.  It was reported that the concerns for youth facilities in our area are still be debated and that there is football practice being held at Blackthorn on Tuesday evenings at 6-o-clock.  Impulse Leisure on Blackshots  are looking into donating a room for the youth to provide facilities and the Forum thought they could possibly help with funding.  It was reported that when the youngsters were asked what they wanted they said they wanted a place to congregate that was safe and well lit. To this end it was being considered if something could be done with the old toilet block on Blackshots field.  It was felt that a consultation including the youths in the area asking for their views would be a good idea and that the Forum could offer prizes to encourage participation.  Gary Walford said this group is involving a lot of people and looks very promising.
REV. HOWARD JONES

It was reported that Howard has now returned to Wales and has sent Len an email  saying he has settled in.

MATTERS ARISING

DANEHOLES GRASS CUTTING

It was reported that the Council are using a horse drawn cutter in the woods on 19th June, 9th July, 23rd July, 15th August, 3rd September and 21st September

AVENUE OF TREES AT BLACKTHORN

It was reported that this has now been completed and not vandalised.

THURROCK PLAY NETWORK 

It was reported that the two dates for this year’s play network will be August 11th at Nutberry Fields and 18th August at Blackthorn Road.  Len reported that this event needed funding of five hundred pounds for an entertainer and a Temporary Event Notice Licence (TEN). Residents agreed to this funding.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

NEW FUNDING REQUESTS

A priest from St. Peters was requesting funding for repairs to the church roof and redecoration for five hundred pounds.  This was agreed by the residents and will be put to the Council for agreement.

A request for funding was received from the Wives of Waverley Gardens who are organising a street party to get to know their neighbours on July 24th.  They are requesting one hundred pounds for a bouncy castle and generator.  This was agreed by the residents and will be put to the Council for agreement

SPORT IN THE PARK

It was reported  that starting on 10th June there will Street Cricket, Rounders, Football and Cricket at Blackshots, from 6.00 to 7.00.  This will take place every Thursday, no cost just turn up and play.
BUILDING MESS AT CRAMMAVILL STREET
Margaret Jones said that the building at Stifford Clays school is making a mess of the pavement around the shops and that the contractor should be leant on to keep this area cleaner, Diana said that after the last clean up at Crammavill she sent letters out to residents and shopkeepers explaining this was a one off and urged them to keep the area clean but she had received no replies.  One resident asked whether the broken hard standing beside the Chinese take away leading around the back of the shops is to be re- instated?
PETITION RE CAR PARKING ON VERGE

Anji Gaywood presented the residents with a petition for signatures regarding the car sales being carried out on the verge at Connaught and Lodge Lane.
ELIZABETH HOUSE

Diane reported that the plans for Elizabeth House will be available in September.  

WILLIAM EDWARDS

Ralph Henderson brought along some new pupils to meet the Forum and thanked them for their funding for the Youth Global Visit.  He reported that this trip has now been fully funded from various sources and that the students will give a presentation on their return.

TRAFFIC DANGERS AT THURROCK HOSPITAL

Kath Mamby brought this up for the second time and noted that nothing has been done and it was a fatal accident waiting to happen.  It seems that the hospital parking areas are being taken over by more buildings providing more services and visitors are parking all around this area making it lethal especially as it is near Deneholm  school.  It was noted that two petitions have been carried out in this area and presented to the Council

STRAWBERRY TEA

Diana said she would be holding her annual strawberry tea on 12th July from 1- o- clock to 5 at Davy Down.  This is in aid of the breast cancer charity.

NEXT OPEN MEETING MONDAY 20th SEPTEMBER.
