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Street Charity Bag Collections
Some doorstep charity collection leaflet/appeals may not be what they seem to be. Some street operators give very little information about themselves on the leaflets that they post through your letterbox. This is because they probably don't all represent genuine charities or good causes and are usually operating for personal gain and profit. This is not illegal, many are registered businesses but not charities. Read all leaflets thoroughly, you do not have to donate anything.  Some companies do claim to donate a small percentage of their profits to good causes.
However, there are many volunteer well known and thoroughly worthwhile recognised charity collectors around.  These usually provide a plastic bag for you to use with their registered charity’s name printed on it.  Always use the bag supplied.
*******************************
If you are approached by somebody collecting for charity, and you're not sure whether they are genuine or not, the Charity Commission's Safer Giving code provides some tips that may help you feel more comfortable about giving. 
The Charity Commission strongly recommends that all collectors should
· be able to produce a valid local authority or police licence. 

· wear an ID badge (donors should look out for any ID that looks altered, photocopied or home-made). 

· have a sealed collection container with the charity's registration number and name on it. 
· have an ID badge with details on it that match the bag/container information?
· also be able to tell you how to contact the charity direct.
· be able to prove that they have the charity's permission to collect. 
· Thank-you letters and receipts from charities don't count as permission to collect! 
Collectors from professional fundraising companies must, by law, declare how much of the donation they will be paid, and they should be able to produce a copy of a written agreement with the charity.

If you are still doubtful about the collector:  -
· Contact the Charity Commission to check the charity registration number or discuss any concerns - either via the helpline:  -
0870 333 0123
or by searching the online charity register  at www.charitycommission.gov.uk
· You can contact your local authority or police to check whether the collector has been granted a licence or needs one to collect.
· Above all, don't feel pressurised - send your donation to the charity direct. This may mean going to a little more trouble, but at least you can be sure that your donation will get to where it's intended   
Genuine fundraisers will be happy to answer questions and won't mind you checking them out. We want to make sure that donations go to legitimate charities and not fraudsters.
******************

Advice from Neighbourhood Watch

If you see people in unmarked vans collecting your street bag donation, get the registration plate number and call the Police, a theft maybe occurring.  You have every right to challenge them but do it politely and carefully.  Trading Standards would also like to hear about any dodgy street collectors.
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